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NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, November 22, 8 PM 

Walt Whitman Middle School Jack Knowles Lecture Hall

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER

Approval of Secretary’s Minutes

Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Committee Reports

Co-Chairmen’s Report on Board Actions

PUBLISHED ITEMS and RESOLUTIONS

NEW BUSINESS

Member Association Representatives’ Time

MV Supervisor’s Time

Other Elected Reps and Public Time

ADJOURNMENT

Co-Chairmen Errol Bergsagel  . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.780.9038

Al Bornmann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.360.5964

Mack Rhoades  . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.329.9120

Treasurer Phyllis Evans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.960.2140

Secretary Susie Ellicott  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.329.2934

Editor Dave Bolte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.765.0129

BUDG George Bauer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.768.1774

COAF Queenie Cox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.360.2414

EDUC Judy Harbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.780.1883

ENVR Jim Davis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.799.3278

H/HS Louise Cleveland  . . . . . . . . . . .703.780.9151

PL/Z David Dale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.765.8247

PSAF Dallas Shawkey  . . . . . . . . . . . .703.360.2185

TRANS Frank Cohn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.780.5698

FCFCA Judy Harbeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.780.1883

SAHC Jerry Ireland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .703.768.6923
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NOTE CHANGE COUNCIL MEETING DATE FROM
WEDNESDAY TO TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 BECAUSE
OF THANKSGIVING.

BRAC PUBLIC INFORMATION PANEL
How will the Mount Vernon District cope with 18,000 new jobs
at Fort Belvoir as a part of Base Realignment and Closure?
Representatives of the Board of Supervisors, VDOT, Public
Schools Facilities Planning, and Fort Belvoir will speak out and
answer questions at a public open meeting in the Walt Whitman
Middle School Jack Knowles Lecture Hall, on Thursday,
November 17th, at 7:30 pm.  You are invited to this meeting
sponsored by the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens' Associations
and the Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations.

THE DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ON
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, TO AVOID CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday October 26, 8 PM 

Walt Whitman Middle School Jack Knowles Lecture Hall

MINUTES
Associations Represented:  Collingwood on the Potomac, Gum Springs,
Hollin Glen, Hollin Hall Village, Hollin Hills, Huntington, Marlan
Forest, Newington, Newington Forest, Riverside Estates, Riverside
Gardens, River Towers, Stratford Landing, Stratford on the Potomac IV,
Sulgrave Manor, United Voice of King’s Crossing, Villamay, Wessynton 

Opening Remarks:  The meeting was called to order at 8:03 p.m., Co-
Chair Mack Rhoades presiding.  The minutes of the last meeting were
approved, and the Treasurer’s Report was accepted as printed in the last
issue of the Record (hereinafter, Record).

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance.  Chair George Bauer said hearings will take place on
October 27.  He and a private citizen were the only residents who
testified on the tax-relief and asset expansion issues at the budget
hearings on October 17.  The Committee supports the expansion of
allowable assets but may not support the proposed increase in maximum
income of $72,000.  The Chair encouraged Council members to attend
the next Committee meeting on November 2, when Marcia Wilds and
Barbara Emerson of County staff will discuss the upcoming FY budget.
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Consumer Affairs.  Chair Queenie Cox deferred comments to Co-Chair
Errol Bergsagel.  The resolution on access to restrooms at Metro stations
was forwarded to the Transportation and Public Safety Committees at
the monthly Board meeting for review and input.  The resolution,
incorporating Transportation and Public Safety input, will be reviewed
at the next Committee meeting on November 8.

Education.  Chair Judy Harbeck referenced the minutes as printed in
the Record.  The principals of Mount Vernon High School and Walt
Whitman Middle Schools will speak at the next meeting.

Environment. Chair Jim Davis raised the issue of destruction of
Resource Protection Area (RPA) by someone who does not own that
RPA land.  This is a Class 3 misdemeanor under current law, and there
are no clear penalties for such damage, although a permit is required in
order to clear in an RPA.  Discussion of waivers of stormwater
requirements, especially infill development, are ongoing.  

Health and Human Services.  Chair Louise Cleveland referenced the
published minutes, which focus on several topics:  Hurricane Katrina
evacuees, the Mount Vernon Hospital task force, and affordable housing. 

Planning & Zoning.  Co-Chair Rhoades, speaking for Committee Chair
David Dale, who was absent, referenced the minutes published in the Record.

Public Safety.  Chair Dallas Shawkey said the Committee has selected four
sites along Route 1 for VDOT to review as possible pedestrian crossings.
There has been a noticeable increase in car larcenies, mostly the result of
leaving cars unlocked or leaving valuable items in plain view.  The County
is looking into the legal definition of “mandatory evacuation.”

Transportation.  Chair Frank Cohn said construction of the left-turn
lane at the Engleside Post Office is underway.  A public meeting was
held on the Telegraph Road connector road.  The concern is that some
existing roads, such as the Parkway and Old Mill Road, may be
expanded in anticipation of the BRAC changes at Fort Belvoir.
Supervisor Gerry Hyland noted that the Board of Supervisors will
determine this, not the Federal Highway Administration.  

Special Committee on Affordable Housing.  Louise Cleveland spoke
for Committee Chair Jerry Ireland, who was absent.  She referenced the
Committee minutes published in the Record, pointing out the team
system that has been established as the Committee gets underway.

Fairfax Federation.  Representative Judy Harbeck said the Federation’s
meeting on BRAC recommendations will be held at the Whitman
Middle School on November 17 at 7:30 p.m.  Participating will be
representatives from Fort Belvoir, area schools, transportation groups,
and others.  By the 17th it should be known whether the
recommendations are in effect.

Co-Chairs’ Time.  Co-Chair Bergsagel called the Council’s attention to
the announcements on the front page of the Record.  One upcoming
event is the Candidates’ Night at Stratford Landing.

Nominating Committee.  Queenie Cox encouraged members to
forward the names of suggested nominees for Council Board positions
to Committee members.  The upcoming slate will be a challenging one;
several association presidents have declined to be nominated for Co-
Chair.  It will be necessary to find a treasurer as well.

■■■COUNCIL minutesT H E

Newsletter.  Speaking for Dave Bolte, who was absent, Co-Chair
Rhoades noted that material for next month’s Record needs to be sent to
Susan Beaupre no later than November 8th.  The next Board meeting
will be November 10th. 

RESOLUTIONS

National Register Status for Lorton Reformatory.  This Environment
Committee resolution on passed 10-4-4.

School Bonds.  This Education Committee resolution on passed 18-0-1.

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES’ TIME

State Delegate Kris Amundsen said the State Legislature faces several
big issues.  

Education.  A task force on education funding is being established.
Fairfax County is significantly disadvantaged in funding; $1 billion per
year would allow us to stand still; even with such a sum, there could be
no reduction in classroom size.  School efficiency reviews/audits will
look at economies of scale such as new bus routes, centralized IT
purchases, energy savings plans, etc.

Unfunded Mandates.  The Federal Government intends to shift hundreds
of millions of dollars of unfunded Medicaid costs onto the State.  This
will affect nursing homes the most.

Transportation. The problem is huge.

Supervisor Gerry Hyland touched briefly on several topics.

Mount Vernon Country Club Trail.  Money set aside for the trail is being
escrowed pending outcome of the right-of-way issue.  The club is not
required to put a trail on the country club side of the road.

Urban Land Institute.  ULI toured the Mount Vernon community.

Hollin Hall Zoning Interpretation.  The County will appeal this decision.

King’s Crossing.  November 9th is the date of the final meeting to decide
whether this development will go through.  Present proposal is 25
commercial and 75 percent residential.

Engleside Post Office Turn Lane.  This is underway.  VDOT will look at
warrants regarding a traffic signal there.

Lorton Prison Site Historic Preservation Status.  The Board of Supervisors
agreed to the resolution on historic designation status.  The State
hearing will be the next step.

Lorton Elementary School Bus Site.  This site is not on the School Board’s
list of surplus properties that could be turned over to the Board of
Supervisors to sell.

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
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with 1.1% per year for the ten-year period of FY 1990 to FY 2000.
Putting this in perspective, residential real estate taxes paid increased
at an average of 4.25% for the 16 years of FY 1990 to FY 2006.
From FY 1990, residential assessments have increased 130%, but
residential taxes paid have only increased 94%. This works out to
72% of the rate of increase in the change of the assessment during
that period.

Clearly residential real estate taxes have accelerated since FY 2000.
This is attributable primarily to two factors.  Counties in Virginia
only have taxing authority as extended to them by the State.  So the
diversity of taxing opportunities are limited causing the percentage of
revenue contributed to the general budget from real estate taxes to
climb.  The relative non-performance of commercial real estate has
served to shift the tax burden disproportionately to residential from
commercial as shown in the table below.

Commercial/Industrial percentage of total real 
estate assessment base
FY 1990 26.76% (Highest in over a decade)
FY 1996 19.04% (Lowest in decade – previously)
FY 2002 24.84%
FY 2003 21.97%
FY 2005 19.14%
FY 2005 18.20%
FY 2006 17.30%

This shift may be coming to an end, as recent new construction in
commercial real estate properties in Fairfax County may be predictive
of a future relative increase in value of commercial properties in
Fairfax County.

Meal Tax Referendum Requirement

As we have discussed, Fairfax County does not have a diversified tax
base. All other adjoining taxing authorities levy a meals tax on their
robust restaurant economies.  Currently, Fairfax County is allowed to
implement a meals tax, but only if approved by referendum.  The
committee feels that this item needs to be brought to a referendum.

Unfunded Mandates:  The Federal Government Fires Back!

Unfunded mandates continue to be an area of major interest to us.
According to a federally funded study, the impact of “No Student
Left Behind” on Fairfax County is only $39 million and not $112
million as calculated by the Fairfax County Public Schools.  As we
have mentioned before, the debate appears to center around what is
actually being required by the mandate.  The study appears to be
stating that many of the items falling into the category of “unfunded
mandates” are items that are already required.  In our October
minutes we mentioned that Celia Boertlein sees indications of this
practice in the County’s estimation of $582 million in unfunded
mandates. 

FY 2006 Carryover 

Fairfax County revenue balance from FY 2005 was $46.6 million.
These funds were allocated to a number of projects by the BOS.

BUDGET AND FINANCE
The Budget & Finance Committee met on Wednesday, November
2nd at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room at Walt Whitman Middle
School.  Attending were representatives from Hollin Hills, Stratford
Landing, Stratford on the Potomac Section IV, Waynewood,
Williamsburg Manor, Potomac Valley / Riverbend, and Wessynton
Homes. Barbara Emerson, Fairfax County Budget Specialist and
Marcia Wilds, Fairfax County Revenue Specialist were our guests.    

As reported last year, Fairfax County continues to provide excellent
management for its citizens and there are a number of statistics to
support this position.  The County continues to reduce the number
of County employees relative to the County’s population.  The
County’s population has increased 28% from FY 1991, yet the
County has only added 407 net new positions – a 3.6% increase – in
the same timeframe.

Positions per 1000 Residents
FY 1991 FY2002 FY2002 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006

13.57 11.47 11.41 11.18 11.15 11.13

County Revenues

The FY 2006 General Fund Revenue Budget increased 6.76% with
59.5% of this revenue coming from real estate taxes -- up from
50.2% of revenue in FY 2000.  As shown in the table below, the
average residential tax assessment increased 23.09% in FY 2006 as
opposed to 11.29% in FY 2005.   

In FY 2006, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) reduced the tax rate to
$1.00 per $100 in assessed value from $1.13 in FY 2005 with the net
affect producing an average residential tax increase of 8.9%.  We
calculate that residential real estate taxes compounded at 10.13% per
year for the six-year period of FY 2000 to FY 2006, which contrasts

■■■COMMITTEE reportsT H E
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Approximately 50% of this amount was allocated to the revenue
stabilization fund.  The BOS authorized using an estimated $5.8
million of the carryover to increasing tax relief for senior and disable
residents. The BOS authorized increasing income and asset holdings
to the maximum allowable by the State of Virginia to $72,000 in
income and $340,000 in assets excluding home and one acre of land.
We have been in favor of increasing the allowable assets as we believe
that a disparity exists in the taxation system.  That is, we believe that
an individual should be allowed to have considerably more assets
than previously allowed and still receive tax relief as the assets allowed
are not sufficient to generate an income equivalent of that allowed to
qualify for tax relief.   We are not certain that an individual with an
income $62,000 needs tax relief and we are not hearing that a need
for tax relief at this level from our members.

We believe that allocating funds from the carryover to reoccurring
funding requirements is not consistent with the principals of
management to which the County is committed.  Last year, the BOS
authorized 32 EMT positions from the carryover.  Authorization of
tax relief is a similar allocation of funds.  The development of the
budget is a once per year process.  Anyone having an interest in a
budget item can participate in the hearings held on the budget.  BOS
Chairman Connolly points out that the BOS spent considerable
sums to advertise the intentions of the BOS and that their
advertisement of intent was sufficient.   We disagree.  Mid-year
allocation of funds on a forward basis, as the BOS has done for the
past two years, serves to go around the County’s budget process.  

We again wish to thank Barbara Emerson and Marcia Wilds for
being so generous with their time given to us.  They are examples of
the high quality of people that Fairfax County employs enabling the
County to provide increased services while decreasing the ratio of
county employees to county residents.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, December 7th at 7:30 p.m. in the
conference room at Walt Whitman Middle School.  Janet E. Coldsmith,
CAE, Director, Real Estate Division, DTA, will be our guest.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
The November 2005 MVCCA Consumer Affairs Committee
(COAF) meeting was on Tuesday the 8th, at 7:30 PM in the
Principal’s Conference Room of the Walt Whitman Middle School.
Attending the meeting were representatives of the Mount Vernon
Manor and the Gum Springs Associations. Due to the low
attendance, the meeting was brief.  The meeting’s main topic was the
resolution concerning the routine lack of access to public restrooms
in Fairfax County WAMATA Metro Stations.  The Resolution was
unanimously passed by this committee last month and forwarded to
the Safety and Transportation Committees for their consideration
and review.  The Resolution was unanimously supported by the
Safety and Transportation Committees and they recommended that
the MVCCA approve it.  Subject coordinated resolution is printed
elsewhere in this RECORD and will be presented to the membership
during our upcoming General Council meeting.  

Discussion continued about consumer affairs oriented helpful hints.
It was decided to postpone the discussion until next month when

member association representatives will be asked to nominate their
favorite few helpful hints for consumers. The next meeting of the
Consumer Affairs Committee (COAF) will be conducted “on-line”
between now and Tuesday, December 6, 2005 which is the deadline
for committee members and other interested citizens to email the
COAF Committee Chair, Queenie Cox, and the supporting Co-
Chair, Errol Bergsagel with messages containing their inputs.  The 12
best will be organized and put in the RECORD for everybody’s
reference.  The remainder of the submissions will be furnished to the
COAF members next year for them to share with their member
associations.  The entire COAF Committee wishes you a most happy
and safe holiday season filled with joy and happiness.  We send our
thoughts and thanks out to our servicemen and servicewomen, many
who are away from home, ensuring our continued freedom.

EDUCATION
The Education Committee met at 8 pm on November 2,205, in the
media center of Whitman Middle School.  Associations represented
were:  Sulgrave Manor, Mt. Vernon Farms, Gum Springs, Stratford
on the Potomac IV, Hollin Hills, Stratford Landing, William H.
Randall Estates, Riverside Estates and Mount Vernon Civic.
Representatives from Waynewood and Newington Forest voted on
the resolution by e-mail.  Tish Howard, Principal of Washington Mill
Elementary School, also attended. 

Speakers were Eric V. Brent, Principal of Mount Vernon High School
(MVHS), and Otha Davis, Principal of Walt Whitman Middle
School (WMS).  Staff members who also attended and participated
included, from MVHS: Donna Piscetilli, Director of Student
Services; Dan Coast, International Baccalaureate (IB) Coordinator;
Kathleen Pablo, Assistant Principal; Esther J. Manns, Assistant
Principal, and, from WMS: Ruth Woods, Assistant Principal; Nancy
Berge, Director of Student Services; Mary Fee, International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) Coordinator; Linda
Cable, Instructional Coach; Leslie Rossi, Instructional Coach.

The purpose of the meeting was discuss the “State of the Pyramid” in
general but also  with particular reference to areas where additional
resources would be helpful in raising achievement of all students, as a
continuation of the October meeting, when the Committee met with
representatives of  West Potomac and Sandburg with similar purpose.

The Committee was particularly pleased to note that, while average
scores continue to  lag behind County averages, as each principal
forthrightly discussed, each school has made significant gains.  Both
schools are fully accredited and MVHS also made Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) while
WMS missed in only one category.  Given the nationwide
achievement gap problem, these are laudable accomplishments for
these schools, which have very high percentages of  economically
disadvantaged, minority, and immigrant students, as well as a highly
mobile student body.  Similarly, while average SAT scores are below
County average, when broken out according to NCLB category,
scores are much more comparable to County averages.

■■■COMMITTEE reportsT H E
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Contributing to these efforts is the emphasis on vertical integration
within the Pyramid which has frequent interchange among
administration, department heads and other staff (including Music,
Art, IB, IBMYP in addition to core subjects)  to be certain
curriculum is aligned and effective in providing necessary skills for
success at both schools and facilitate interchange of ideas and
information.  Similarly, there is good communication in identifying
not only failing, but also at-risk students and high performing
students, for additional services as they move from level to level. 

The IBMYP, which is implemented for all students in grades 6-8 and
available in grades 9-10, is especially helpful in vertical integration, as
well as providing opportunities for enrichment for high achievers and
preparation for those students moving into the highly academically
challenging IB program.  The number of students electing to work
toward the 10th grade IBMYP certificate is rising, as is the number
of participants in IB, both in courses and as IB degree candidates.  IB
Coordinator Coast reassured the Committee that a recent reported
drop in average IB test scores was due to poor performance on one
test in a class which was adversely affected first by the teacher being
called to active duty, and then by difficulties in locating a
replacement who was not rehired;  if that score is not considered,
MVHS’ average would have been in the middle of FCPS IB schools
and they are working as a team to improve all scores.  Coast also
reported that the IB national organization has stepped up efforts to
inform colleges so that IB is recognized virtually everywhere. Also,
many colleges, in recognition of the quality of the IB program, have
reduced the score required to qualify for college credits.

Programs in place for failing, at risk, or underachieving students
include, at both schools, READ 180, an intensified reading and
general literacy class which is offered as an elective to all students but
is mandatory (subject to parent opt-out) for identified at-risk
students.   WMS has an 8th grade Algebra preparation class for
students (usually lower-performers since many students now take the
course in middle school) who will take Algebra in 9th grade, as well
as extended hours on Tuesday for both remediation and enrichment,
additional after school activities on other days, and a prep course for
students who may wish to apply to prestigious math and science
magnet high school, Thomas Jefferson (5 WMS students are in this
years’ 9th grade at TJ).    MVHS has established a “ninth grade
academy” where students who did not pass SOLs in 8th grade receive
intensive remediation from a team of core subject teachers, as well as
the AVID program which provides support for high potential but
underachieving students.  Other programs, both during and after
school, are also available.

MVHS also has after school SAT prep courses available, is instituting
classes in both verbal and math reasoning skills which are timed to
coincide with SAT test dates.  MVHS also encourages PSAT
participation, which improves familiarity with and performance on
SAT, by paying fees for juniors (FCPS pays only for sophomores).

Both schools are increasing efforts to encourage participation in after
school activities both as part of the County wide emphasis on safe
kids/anti-gang activities but also to increase students’ senses of
connection to school and community, thereby improving
performance and reducing discipline issues.  Both schools reported
relatively well-behaved student populations and emphasized that
responsibilities, expectations and consequences are made clear and
that disruption and other misbehavior—particularly any kind of gang
or “wanna-be” posturing  is not tolerated.

Staff members and the Committee also briefly discussed capacity
issues in the context of how FCPS assigns a capacity to the school.
The Committee has been concerned that the methodology may be
unduly expansive and overstate the true academically appropriate
capacity.  For example, WMS is slightly under its stated “capacity”
(1000) yet needs 6 trailers to function appropriately;  MVHS, with
about 1800 students, could perhaps accommodate 200-300
additional students, but not the 700-800 presupposed by the 2550
stated “capacity” (which is larger than the capacity stated when its
renovation was complete).  These issues may become significant as a
result of Ft. Belvoir expansion and overcrowding in elementary
schools which has led some to suggest moving all 6th grades to WMS
and 8th grade to MVHS, a suggestion that met with universal
disapproval of the attendees.

As a result of this meeting and the October meeting with the West
Potomac pyramid, the committee identified resources needed to
continue and increase progress at all levels, as described in the
unanimously adopted Resolution printed elsewhere in this
RECORD.  The Committee felt these needs should be presented at
this time in an effort to be proactive during the budget development
process rather than reactive after the budget is released.

Next meeting:  Wednesday, December 7, 2005, 8 pm, WMS library 
Tentative program:  Technology availability, use and needs in FCPS     

ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION
The Environment and Recreation Committee met November 2 at 7:30
PM, Room E-114, Mt Vernon High School. Attending were: Hollin Hall
Village (2), Hollin Hills, Mt Zephyr, Spring Bank, Sulgrave Manor,
Williamsburg Manor, Woodlawn Manor and one interested citizen.

The Committee was informed about a submitted Special Exception
Amendment. This SEA is for the original Special Exception SE 2002-
MV-028 (Crabtree)  project previously heard, approved and lauded by E
and R and the MVCCA General Session, Oct 2002. The amended plan
asks to overlook that 241 cubic yards instead of 11 cubic yards of fill
were used in the flood plain. The submitted plan asks to maintain a new
lawn and beach area on site. This area was to remain forested and
naturally vegetated. The Committee said that any confidence in the
developer’s/owner’s ability to produce what the plan states has been lost.
The Committee also called for the Board of Supervisors to deny this
application, get an explanation from the site inspector how this could
have happened and that the County Attorney’s Office investigate the

■■■COMMITTEE reportsT H E
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T H E

diversion” program intended to move nonviolent persons directly into
appropriate, monitored treatment instead of into crowded jails where
treatment may not be available; funding pressures on MH “Community
Services” based outside hospitals (both residential and day treatment)
that must serve more people, with more acute needs; and the status of
(and plans for) services available in and near Mount Vernon.

What is the “CSB,” and where do funds to provide MH services come
from?
Sharon Jones - State Liaison and Mental Health Division Director for
Intensive Community Services
Gary Axelson - Mental Health Director of Clinical Operations
Our Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board, which serves
20,000 people annually, is the largest of the 40 CSBs in Virginia. This
voluntary citizen Board, appointed by the Supervisors (who control
overall budget and numbers of positions), sets policy and often
advocates for needs; its staff for planning and providing (or contracting)
services are county employees. Funding streams for its 3 service divisions
(Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and Mental Retardation) are from
multiple sources, each with its own mandates and restrictions. MH
services are especially dependent on county funds (70%); some state-
mandated MH services receive regionally granted funds and require
regional coordination; federal grants contribute to some programs.
Programs charge sliding-scale fees and accept many clients without
insurance and with limited means to pay. Medicaid partially reimburses
some services for those who qualify, though qualification is particularly
difficult throughout Virginia (the state standard is below 80% of federal
poverty income) and of course in Northern Virginia.

What is the nature/extent of a “regional crisis” in MH facilities and
services?
A state-mandated regional planning effort is generating useful if stark
descriptions of needs versus facilities and services across the many
jurisdictions (counties and cities) of Northern Virginia. The three state-
run MH hospitals that serve patients from Northern Virginia--located in
Williamsburg, Staunton,  and Falls Church (Northern Virginia
Institute)--operate at capacity. Acute care must be supplemented by
contracts with the nearest possible private hospital. But in Northern
Virginia, private hospitals have cut unreimbursed care costs by reducing
or closing Psych departments (and HCA proposes to close 49 more
adult beds at Dominion). The result is a two-fold crisis: a shortage in
available licensed/staffed beds as well as in state-budgeted funds to pay
for them, even for patients (such as those under court supervision) for
whom care is mandatory. Meanwhile, the regional shortage of beds spills
into areas even beyond Northern Virginia, as MH patients are
transported there.

The hospital situation for acute care is intensified, of course, by what a
regional report calls “insufficient community capacity to facilitate
discharge of persons from both public and private hospitals,” i.e.
insufficiency of Community Services.

What “Community Services” for MH are available countywide and in
Mount Vernon?
Sharon Ekleberry, Mental Health Division Director for Adult
Community Services
Allen Berenson, Mental Health Division Director for Youth and Family
Services

possibility of any misrepresentation or worse by the developer (See
resolutions).

The Committee examined plans for a development immediately across
the street from SE 2002-MV-028 (Crabtree) asking for Storm Water
Waivers for Quality and Quantity. This development of four houses on
approximately 10 acres does not provide for any Storm Water
Management plan, but to send all Storm Water directly through an
Resource Protection Area (RPA) in an engineered channel to the
Potomac River. The proposed plan indicates a conservation easement
going to the National Park Service. The proposed plan also shows a
private trail through the RPA. The Committee indicated the developers
lack of proper planning in the RPA and assumption that steep slopes,
erodable soils and general acceptance of any/ all waivers will be granted.
The Committee said that limiting the clearing and grading of this site,
better RPA design for the storm water and no trail ( unless public) be
allowed in that area A resolution to disapprove the Storm Water waivers,
as presented, until a better design was on the plan passed unanimously.
(See resolutions)

The Committee was briefed on current Exception Review Committee
actions to approve the rebuilding of a Regional Pond in Little Rocky
Run. This project was installed at the advent of the Storm Water
Management Program in Fairfax County around 1980. The dam was
leaking and needed to be rebuilt to provide Storm Water management to
about 600 acres in western Fairfax County. A Resource Protection Area
encroachment was necessary for the County to do this.

Next meeting: Dec 7, Room E-114 Mt Vernon High School

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
The Committee met Nov. 1, to focus on “Mental Health:
understanding local needs and availability of services, in a regional
context.” Participating were 8 MVCCA representatives—from
Collingwood on Potomac, Hollindale, Hollin Glen, Hollin Hills,
Stratford on Potomac, Stratford on Potomac-Sec. 4, Sulgrave Manor,
and Williamsburg Manor. We were joined by 2 interested citizens
(named below) and by 6 invited guest resources, dedicated professionals
who direct major aspects of the mental health services available in our
county under the Fairfax County-Falls Church Community Services
Board (CSB).

Kris Rosenthal, President of the citizen advisory board for the Mount
Vernon Community Mental Health Center, briefed the Committee on
recent congressional legislative action to enact large cuts in federal
Medicaid spending. She urged citizens to make their elected
representatives aware, as they consider cutting specific programs, of the
likely impact on key community mental health services such as
“intensive case management.” Linda Patterson, of Lorton Community
Action Center, also offered her experience.

Mental Health (MH) Services under the CSB
Issues related to Mental Health services are much in the news and/or on
the minds of both professionals and citizens concerned with regional
and local planning. Among these are a regional shortage of hospital beds
licensed and staffed for Psychiatric Services; a new county “jail
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Though our November focus was MH treatment, we expect to hear from
key CSB prevention programs at the Dec. 6 meeting described below.

Community Meetings, open to the public—note revised scheduling

Tuesday, Dec. 6, MVCCA Health and Human Services Committee,
7:30 p.m., IMV Hospital Conf. Room C, 2nd floor: “Prevention as
Countywide Strategy,” with Prevention Coordinator Denise Raybon and
a panel of co-presenters representing key specific h/hs programs. Louise
Cleveland, 703 780-9151.
Wed., Dec. 14, Route One Task Force for Human Services, 7 p.m.,
South County Center: Mental health and affordable housing, with 
CSB  Exec. Dir. James Thur and others. Anne Andrews, Convener, 
703 780-1773.
Wed., Jan. 11, 2006, Southeast Health Planning Task Force, 7 p.m.,
Mount Vernon Government Center, Supervisor’s conference room:
Quarterly meetings with Inova representatives focus on plans for
enhancing Mount Vernon Hospital and for building Lorton Healthplex.
Anne Andrews, Chair, 703 780-1773.

PLANNING AND ZONING                
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM.  In attendance were
representatives from the following associations:  Bellehaven Terrace,
Engleside, Hollin Hall Village, Huntington, Marlin Forest, Middle
Valley, Montebello, Mt Vernon, Mt Vernon Manor, Potomac Valley-
River Bend, Riverside Gardens, Spring Bank, Stratford Landing,
Sulgrave Manor, Wellington, Wellington Heights, Wessynton, and
Williamsburg Manor North.

Members of the Committee were given documents concerning two
proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance (for future discussion).
The first proposed change is in response to the court ruling that
zoning variances can only be granted in extreme cases; variances
cannot be granted just because there are no objections from neighbors.
The second proposed ordinance change would clarify the definition of
“public use” in regards to reserving use of public facilities.  What level
of “private use” via reserving a facility should be permitted?  Excessive
reserved private uses would limit public use time.  More information
is on the Committee’s web site www.mvcca-pz.org.

The president of Middle Valley CA gave a presentation explaining
their remaining (continuing) objections to the development plan on
Ridge Road, RZ 2005-MV-001.  This project has been before the
P&Z Committee numerous times; the last Council vote was to
oppose.  The Planning Commission has already approved the plan.
The Committee reaffirmed its opposition and directed the Chair to
convey its opposition to Supervisor Gerry Hyland.

The Committee heard a short informational presentation from Larry
Demaree that Costco is considering building an urban design store at
the corner of Shields Avenue and Richmond Highway.  The urban
design would have much of the parking underground, and would be
multiple floors.  It may be done in conjunction with Kings Crossing,
but everything is in the very early stage.

James Van Cooper, Mental Health Division Director for Adult
Residential Services
Gary Lupton, Mental Health Division Director for Utilization
Management and Quality Assurance and Site Director for the Mount
Vernon Community Mental Health Center (MH Center)

Although Virginia’s per capita expenditures for MH services are among
the lowest in the nation, Fairfax County supports many high quality
services. In and near Mount Vernon District, MH services are well
developed and coordinated at 3 locations. At MH Center, psychiatric
crisis emergency services are available by day (with IMV Hospital
covering nights/weekends), as well as a regional ACT program, an
outpatient program for violent offenders, and others. Programs for
Youth and Families, at the South County Center on Richmond Hywy,
are co-located with the juvenile court, alternative school, affordable
health care and other youth services. At the IMP building are Adult
Outpatient Services and Supportive Services staff offices for clients
residing in the community.

MH Adult Services, broad in scope, include a women’s crisis center for
victims of violence and a model Program for Assertive Community
Treatment (PACT) that deploys a team of 10 staff to stabilize and
monitor medications for 100 severely disturbed clients, safely, in a
community setting. Nevertheless, pressures to provide some level of
service for increasing numbers of clients force difficult choices: to divert
those with some resources to “other paths” than CSB for treatment; to
accept those with highest risk, highest acuity, and need of expensive
medications and intensive case management; to balance duration and
intensity of services for each patient against the need to take in more.
Two hundred people are on a wait list to begin treatment, and staff seek
ways to expand the languages in which services are available. The
Committee received documentation of need for “Mental Health Adult
Residential Services” in 4 settings tailored to specialized needs and
particular levels of staffing; the CSB currently operates 380 beds and has
657 additional persons on wait lists for residential programs. 

Youth and Family Services treat up to 1300 patients/year countywide
and provide in the MV area a spectrum of outpatient programs to meet
short-term and long-term MH needs. These benefit from strong
coordination among all youth services at South County Center. Located
elsewhere are residential services for seriously disturbed youth and
diagnostic services required for the Juvenile Court in Fairfax. A
successful adolescent day alternative treatment program (TAP) in
collaboration with schools and in close involvement with parents is now
located in northwest Fairfax, but this Intermediate Care program should
also be introduced here.

The future? The 2004 bond issue (supported by MVCCA) provided
funds for expansion and renovation of the Mount Vernon Community
MH Center (as well for design and construction of a residential program
for dual diagnosis clients at Gregory Road). With its 14,000 sq ft
addition, the MV Center will offer a full range of “behavioral health”
outpatient services for adults—for mental health, substance abuse, and
mental retardation. Drawings of the plans were available after the
meeting for inspection. July 2009 is the “move-in” target date.
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offender activities on Halloween night when many children are on
the streets. There are about 340 registered sex offenders living in the
county. Of these, about 120 are under close supervision. All
registered sex offenders were given letters directing them to remain in
their homes with front door and porch lights out as if they were not
home. They were not to answer the door bell or knocks on the door.
During Halloween evening, both police and probation officers
checked many of the homes to make sure they were complying. (In
particular, about 80 of the 140 under closed supervision were
checked.) Only a few homes were found to have front lights on and
they were directed to turn them off. These homes were then watched
or rechecked alter for compliance. The initiative is considered to be a
success in limiting contact with children.

The Public Safety Committee’s next meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 1 in Community Room #3, Mount Vernon
Governmental Center.

TRANSPORTATION
The MVCCA Transportation Committee met on November 7, 2005
in the Walt Whitman Intermediate School Library.  Attending were
Mr. Earl Flanagan, Transportation Commissioner; Mr. Errol
Bergsagel, Co-Chair MVCCA; Mr. Dallas Shawkey, Chair Public
Safety Committee; representatives of  22 MVCCA member
organizations: (Belle Haven Terrace, Belle View Condo, Berkshire,
Collingwood Springs, Fair Haven, Marlan Forest Heights,
Wellington, Milway Meadows, Montebello, Mount Vernon, Mount
Vernon Manor, Mount Zephyr, Riverside Gardens, Southwood,
Stratford Landing, Sulgrave Manor, Tauxemont, Waynewood,
Wessynton, Westgrove, Williamsburg Manor, Woodland Park); and
three interested citizens.

Mr. Chris Wells, Fairfax County Department of Transportation
(FCDOT) Pedestrian Program Manger served as the Guest Speaker
and briefed the Committee on the results of the Fairfax County
Pedestrian Task Force.  The Task Force provided a coordinated
Education Effort and Funding Considerations for a 10 year Capital
Improvement Plan.  It was interesting to note that the Education
Effort encompassed Staff Education, something which is urgently
needed so that pedestrian considerations are incorporated as a major
facet in general traffic planning.  On the Funding Considerations a
ten year $60 million plan is envisioned above and beyond current
funding.  The plan would encompass money for Transit Centers and
for bus stops, sidewalks and trails, bridges and also a sizable portion
for “missing links” to support neighborhood requirements, such as
completion of an existing sidewalk. The plan is available for
examination on the Fairfax County website. It will be necessary to
follow-up to see if funding to support this plan will be forthcoming.
Mr. Wells tried to define the delineation between his office and the
parallel office at the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT). It appears that an increasing number of responsibilities are
being delegated to FCDOT, however final decisions and funding are
controlled by VDOT.  To round out the presentation, Mr. Dallas
Shawkey, Chair of the Public Safety Committee provided a brief
insight into his Committee’s involvement in selecting prototype sites
on Route #1 to facilitate pedestrian crossings in mid-block.  There
have been 80 pedestrian accidents at 39 intersections (many in mid-

Lastly, the Committee heard an educational presentation from Megan
Van Dam, Mt Vernon Planner, and Jayjeev Hada, Lee District
Planner, on the Comprehensive Land Plan and the Zoning
Ordinance.  Special attention was given to the distinction that zoning
is the implementation of the plan.  The plan should represent the
desires of the community and incorporate wise use considerations.
The Area Plan Review (A)R) process for the Mount Vernon District
has just started.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.  The next Planning and Zoning
meeting is Monday, December 5, 2005, 7:30 PM, in the Jack
Knowles Lecture Hall of Whitman Middle School.

PUBLIC SAFETY               
Associations represented: Collingwood on the Potomac, Hollin Hills,
Mount Vernon, Mount Zephyr, Riverside Estates, Riverside Gardens,
Stratford on Potomac Sect IV, and Waynewood.

The meeting began with a discussion of the resolution passed by the
Consumer Affairs Committee entitled ‘Providing for Public Access to
Restrooms at METRO Stations.’ The issue was originally given to the
Public Safety Committee where it was decided that it was not a
public safety issue but rather more appropriately an issue for
Consumer Affairs. The Public Safety Committee reviewed the issue
and resolution. Then it was passed unanimously and recommended
for approval by the Mount Vernon Council. It is still not considered
to be a public safety issue.

The committee then reviewed the report in the Mount Vernon Police
Ledger entitled ‘Mount Vernon Pedestrian Enforcement Campaign.’
An aggressive Police pedestrian enforcement campaign was conducted
during the period October 10-14 by the officers from the Mount
Vernon Police Station. This was done to help address and reduce
injuries resulting from automobile accidents with pedestrians on
Richmond Hwy. Some 300 education brochures were given to
pedestrians. In addition, 127 pedestrians were issued warnings and
60 were issued tickets. Twelve drivers were issued warnings and 13
were given tickets. The committee discussed the pros and cons of this
approach to reducing pedestrian accidents by enforcing regulations
on pedestrians. The consensus was that the education part was
worthwhile, but that the enforcement on pedestrians will have little
effect because Richmond Hwy as it is now is not ‘pedestrian friendly’
and as a result pedestrians will do what is necessary to cross the
highway. The enforcement on drivers disregarding pedestrian rights
was considered correct and appropriate.

The committee then continued its previous discussions about where
along Richmond Hwy to propose installing some different
improvements to assist in protecting pedestrians. Initially, it was
believed that the improvements would be at intersections, but review
of pedestrian accidents over the last three years has indicated that
many take place between intersections. That has changed the focus
somewhat on identifying the specific locations for the improvements.

The chair gave a report on an initiative called ‘Operation Porch Light
Out’ by the District 29 Probation and Parole office concerning sex
offenders living in Fairfax County. The initiative is to limit sex
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The main purpose of this meeting was to further discuss and clarify
the objectives of the Affordable Housing Committee and the four
teams (Information, Public Support, Developer and Community
Partnership, and Action Teams) working within the committee.

The Information Team’s goals are to bring key information from
research of various sources back to the committee without
“reinventing the wheel.”  In order to be effective, clear definitions
have to be identified regarding what is affordable housing and clear
distinctions have to made regarding what are the sub-categories that
tend to fall under the affordable housing umbrella such as workforce
housing, public housing, section-8, SROs etc.  Other communities
facing the affordable housing controversy have simply changed the
terminology to from affordable housing to workforce housing and it
has completely changed the public’s perception and understanding of
issue being conveyed.  A simple fact sheet on affordable housing
terms and definitions will be created for the General Council for
approval that can then be presented to the public.

A topic discussed by Affordable Housing Lead, Jerry Ireland,
illustrated why a Public Support Team is needed.   Ireland had spoke
with Republican nominee for delegate, Greg Scoma, about the issue
of affordable housing and how more is needed in Fairfax County.
Scoma incorporated the topic of affordable housing into his
campaign speech.  The feedback Scoma received was that Scoma was
a supporter of Section-8.  When the average person in Fairfax
County hears the words “affordable housing,” their first thought
tends to be that affordable housing means Section-8.  The Public
Support Team will begin to generate ideas that will spearhead a
campaign to educate the average citizen that affordable housing does
not automatically mean Section-8.   Educating the public is the key
towards gaining support for future affordable housing development.   

Members in the Developers and Community Team will research the
process of getting land.  This team will help to build a “reference
guide” for developers to know what are the expectations of the
community they wish to develop land in.  This will help developers
know what will and will not receive community support.  This will
also help the community feel empowered by knowing that policies
and procedures are set in place regarding their input and expectations
for land development affecting their area.  

The Action Team will help to lead recommendations and research for
change in Federal, state and local policy.  It was suggested that the
name of this team be changed the Policy Action Team.

These four teams working independent of each other will achieve
some overlap, but each team project will serve to be beneficial to each
other in achieving ultimate objective of bringing back information
and resources to the committee and passing on what each team has
acquired to the General Council for future proposals and resolutions.

It is the desire for each team to have a least one meeting before the
next Affordable Housing Committee meeting.  

The MVCCA Affordable Housing Committee will next meet at 7
PM on December 12, 2005, in Supervisor Hyland’s conference room
located in the Mount Vernon Government Center.

block) within the last 3 years. Discussion revealed a change in the
interpretation of existing law, it is now ruled that at un-signalized
intersections, pedestrians have the right-of-way if there is a crosswalk
and proper signing, regardless of the speed limit. Additionally, the
problem of safe sidewalks leading to schools will have to be addressed
by the Committee at a future meeting since placement is currently at
the willingness of home owners to cede property and the County will
not take action to secure property under eminent domain proceedings. 

Mr. Frank Cihak of Southwood advised the Committee that he was
notified by VDOT Maintenance that resurfacing of roads submitted
in 2003 for his subdivision and earmarked for 2006, was postponed
due to funding constraints.  To delve into that problem, the VDOT
Maintenance Manager will be invited to speak at the next meeting.
The Committee unanimously supported the Consumer Affair
Resolution on “Providing for Public Access to Restrooms at
METRO Stations”

The Committee discussed a revised Resolution on dealing with
parking problems in neighborhoods.  The offered resolution was
adopted after minor changes with a vote of 21 For : 0 Against : 1
Abstention, and is printed elsewhere in the Record.
Updates were provided on a number of subjects.  Mr. Earl Flanagan
briefed on problems encountered, until the Committee’s suggested
Comprehensive Plan revisions were finally accepted; further follow-
up will be needed.  The Committee expressed its appreciation to Mr.
Flanagan for his sustaining effort.  Mr. Bob Brubaker of Safe
Crossing, provided an overview of the 3 _ mile Monorail at the
University of West Virginia which has been functioning there for
about 30 years. Mr. Earl Flanagan further briefed on the
Revitalization of Richmond Highway project which is trying to bring
increased office space into the Highway #1 corridor.  The current
planning by a developer at Kings Crossing may have to be terminated
since not enough commercial/office space is being provided.  The
Chair briefed on the Richmond Highway- Telegraph Road
Connector Public Meeting, held on October 24; the long ago
recommended Option C (Old Mill/Mulligan Road) remains as the
only apparent feasible option; input by attendees will assure that the
Federal Highway Administration will examine the need for their
proposed 4-lane, vice a 2-lane connector road.  Additionally results of
the Army’s BRAC implementation will be monitored to see if it will
have any impact.  Lastly, Mr. Bill Dean briefed on the results of the
First Community Golf Tournament; participation fell short of the
desired goal, however the Mount Vernon Supervisor has assured that
he will be able to drum up additional participation next year.  The
Golf Club has promised to extend the 5 year time limit to assure
enough funding will be collected.

SPECIAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING
COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the Transportation Committee will be on
Monday, December 5, 2005, at 8 PM, in the Library of the Walt
Whitman Middle School.  Agenda to be determined. 

The MVCCA Affordable Housing Committee met at 8 PM on
November 8, 2005, in the Supervisor Hyland’s conference room at
the Mount Vernon Government Center.
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Resolution Requesting Additional
School Resources in FY2007
WHEREAS, the administration and staff of  Fairfax County Public
Schools (hereinafter collectively “FCPS”) are currently developing a
School Budget for fiscal year 2007 (“FY2007 Budget”) to be presented
to the School Board in January 2006 and eventually to the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors in April 2006, and

WHEREAS, the public will have several opportunities to comment on
the FY2007 Budget during the budget approval process in early 2006,
but some suggestions for additional or redirected resources may be more
effectively presented during the budget development process, and 

WHEREAS, FCPS has recognized that schools with large disadvantaged
populations--minority, poor and/or immigrant students-- and with high
student mobility (“impact schools”) need additional resources if they are
to meet the high expectations of  Commonwealth of Virginia
accreditation standards and of the No Child Left Behind Act, as well as
the expectation of the community that children at every level of the
achievement spectrum will receive the attention needed to reach
maximum academic potential, and

WHEREAS, FCPS has directed additional resources to impact schools
resulting in significant progress in meeting achievement targets,
particularly at the elementary school level, but progress has been slower
at middle and high school levels, where higher level thinking
requirements sometimes exacerbates minor academic deficits, and some
past programs designed to assist impact secondary schools (such as
“Focus 2004”) were not fully funded, and

WHEREAS, in the Mount Vernon area, Mount Vernon High School
(MVHS) and its feeder  Whitman Middle School (WMS) have long
been recognized by FCPS as impact schools and were included in the
underfunded Focus 2004, and West Potomac High School (WPHS) and
its feeder Sandburg (SMS) are also impact schools, with all four schools
having large numbers of highly mobile, disadvantaged, and under-
achieving students as well as many other students at the middle and
high range of achievement who also require attention to reach full
potential, and

WHEREAS, all four schools, MVHS, WMS, WPHS and SMS, have
made significant progress with the help of  FCPS and through the
efforts of dedicated staff at each school, but experience at these schools
and at others similarly situated have shown both the effectiveness of and
need for additional resources if they are to meet the needs of all
students, including but not limited to the following:

(1)  Additional instructional staffing consideration to allow impact
schools to maintain or reduce class size while increasing student support
instructional staff support (such as instructional coaches, reading/literacy
and math specialists, and instructional aides), or, in the alternative,
additional flexibility and funding of instructional services allotments to
permit schools to better tailor staffing to particular needs;

(2)  Recognition in instructional and clerical staffing formulae of the
special challenges of highly mobile and disadvantaged populations
including: late school registration which typically causes staffing issues

Resolution on Parking Restrictions
WHEREAS, currently a considerable amount of confusion exists
concerning the ability to preclude the parking of objectionable vehicles,
boats and trailers on streets maintained by the Virginia Department of
Transportation, and

WHEREAS, communities with governing covenants and those who have
adopted Residential or Community Parking Districts possess adequate
protection against the parking of objectionable conveyances, though the
communities without these legal shields are faced with difficult
enforcement problems, and

WHEREAS, all communities should receive similar protection from
recognized hazards, and

WHEREAS, Fairfax County is authorized by the Commonwealth of
Virginia, through enabling legislation, to adopt all, any or none of the
Commonwealth Statutes governing parking, and

WHEREAS, in 2000 the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors adopted
Statute 46.2-1224 as part of the State Traffic Code governing
commercial vehicles and provided that Statute 46.2-1222.1 governing
other conveyances be integrated into the  County Parking Ordinance,
and

WHEREAS, Statute 46.2-1222.1 appears to accommodate appropriate
parking restrictions for watercrafts, boat trailers, motor homes, trailers,
vehicles with three or more axles, vehicles with gross weight of 12,000
lbs and higher and vehicles designed to transport 16 or more passengers;
these, however, in view of the Board of Supervisor language, can only be
enforced in Fairfax County when the Community adopts a Residential
or Community Parking District, and

WHEREAS, the creation of a Community Parking District  requires a
community to solicit support from individual home owners, seek
monetary contributions and procure/emplace prescribed signage, and
can lead to intra-community friction, and

WHEREAS, if the same Statute 46.2-1222.1 was adopted by the Board
of Supervisors as a stand-alone Ordinance, the provided parking
restrictions would govern without the creation of Residential or
Community Parking Districts and thereby provide legal authority for
equitable County-wide enforcement.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Supervisors adopt
Statute 46.2-1222.1 as a stand-alone Ordinance and thereby eliminate
the odious requirement of creating Residential or Community Parking
Districts to achieve equal protection from objectionable conveyances
parked on Virginia Department of Transportation maintained streets.
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Providing for Public Access to
Restrooms at METRO Stations  
WHEREAS, Fairfax County Citizens routinely wait for Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WAMATA) Metro buses along
public highways.  They board and ride these Metro buses to WAMATA
Metro rail stations, wait for Metro train rides to other Metro stations,
and get transfers to other Metro buses for transportation to their final
destinations; all this during extended periods of time, and all without
universal public access to WAMATA Metro Restrooms; and

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Virginia’s Building Codes require
that public restrooms be made available for use by anyone in a rail
[WAMATA Metro & AMTRAK] station, and 

WHEREAS, WAMATA Board policy is very clear…that restrooms are to
be available to Metro riders upon request, without having to explain to
Metro station managers whether or not it is an emergency; and

WHEREAS, WAMATA Board policy has not been universally applied in
all Metro Rail stations in that restroom access by Fairfax County
Citizens has consistently been denied by many WAMATA Metro station
managers; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Mount Vernon Council of
Citizens’ Associations recommends and requests that the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors (BOS) require the WAMATA Board inform their
Metro Station Managers:  That in Fairfax County they must provide
unrestricted access to adequate public restrooms or some alternative
[such as the Automatic Public toilets (APT) currently located at
WAMATA’s Huntington Metro Station] with large standard signage for
all Fairfax County Metro Station users, any time of day during METRO
operating hours, under any circumstances, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Fairfax County BOS
acknowledge this problem and establish the requirement for its Fairfax
County Code enforcement persons to routinely enforce all
commonwealth building codes with regard to public restrooms and their
availability in WAMATA Metro Stations to assure continued and
unrestricted access by all Fairfax County Metro Station users. 

and a scramble to add staff in the critical first weeks of school; extensive
paperwork required to assess,  register, communicate with families and
track progress of students moving among schools, counties,  states and
countries,  all of which burdens and limits the ability of staff, especially
guidance counselors, to perform other responsibilities;

(3)  Increased technology resources including:  additional computers,
both in computer labs and in classrooms so maximum use can be made
of available instructional materials at all levels of achievement and in
recognition of the fact that disadvantaged students are less likely to have
home access to adequate technology; expansion of the teacher laptop
program, which has increased teacher computer literacy, efficiency and
communication at the elementary school level, to include middle and
high school teachers; continued expansion of network upgrades,
especially wireless, and continued improvement in technical support to
maximize availability of existing technology;

(4)  Routine administration of appropriate reading, literacy, and math
skills assessment tests to all incoming students in order to immediately
identify students who may need additional help or instructional
intervention and to assure appropriate course placement for all students;

(5)  Additional attention and direct assistance to impact schools in:
communicating with parents and community to improve public relations
and restore confidence in the ability of impact schools to meet needs across
the achievement spectrum; identifying and developing additional outside
resources including private partnerships, grants, volunteer and mentor
programs, and any other local, state or federal resource;  identifying,
communicating, adapting and implementing those best practices,
particularly with regard to the minority achievement gap, which have
demonstrable positive outcomes for at risk students; and

WHEREAS, while  budget issues, other needs and resource availability
may be limiting factors to the ability of FCPS to fully respond to the
recognized specialized needs of impact schools,  FCPS has historically
demonstrated an understanding of  these particular circumstances by
directing attention and resources where they are needed most to meet
the goal of  educating all students to high levels and to maintain and
enhance the nationwide reputation and value of  Fairfax County Public
Schools as an important asset to taxpayers and the business community; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Mount Vernon
Council of Citizens Associations, in consideration of all of the above,
respectfully requests that the additional resources delineated above be
directed by FCPS to impact schools, such as Mount Vernon and West
Potomac High Schools and Whitman and Sandburg Middle Schools,
and be included by FCPS in the FY2007 Budget now under
development, to the extent possible and consistent with all needs of the
school system and with due regard to resources and revenue available. 

T H E■■■COMMITTEE resolutionsT H E



MOUNT VERNON COUNCIL OF CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATIONS
Treasurer’s Report

For period from January 1, 2005 through November 10, 2005

Budget Actual Budget to Actual
2005 to Date (to date)

Balance Beginning Period $2,868.84
RECEIPTS

Dues $4,653.00 $4,425.00 -$228.00
Record Subscriptions $480.00 $345.00 -$135.00
Gala Income $3,475.00 $2,645.00 -$830.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $8, 608.00 $7,415.00 -$1,193.00

DISBURSEMENTS
Record Expenses $4,508.00 $3,892.20 $615.80
Administrative $389.00 $487.18 -$98.18
Gala $2,743.00 $1,516.28 $1,226.72
Web Site $690.00 $405.00 $285.00
Membership $75.00 $0.00 $75.00
Record Postage $400.00 $300.00 $100.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $8,805.00 $6,600.66 $2,204.34

Balance Ending Period 11/10/05 $3,683.18

COMMITTEE CALENDAR
FOR DECEMBER 2005
MVCCA Board-MVGC-SUPV Thurs Dec 8th, 8:00 pm

Date/Day/Time  Comm. Place           Chair                     Phone

12/6 T 7:30 H/HS IMVH-C Louise Cleveland 703.780.9151

Email Suggestions COAF WWMS-PCR Queenie Cox 703.360.2414

12/7 W 7:30 BUDG WWMS MC George Bauer 703.768.1774

12/7 W 7:30 ENVR MVHSE114 Jim Davis 703.799.3278

12/7 W 8:00 EDUC WWMS L Judy Harbeck 703.780.1883

12/1 Th 7:30 PSAF MVGC Dallas Shawkey 703.360.2185

12/5 M 8:00 TRANS MVGC Frank Cohn 703.780.5698

12/5 M 7:30 PL/Z MVGC David Dale 703.765.8247

12/13 T 7:00 SAHC MVGC-S Jerry Ireland 703.768.6923 
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