
ww.mvcca.org

Mount Vernon
Council

of Citizens
Associations

By Subscription $15.00 Per Year

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday, March 28 2007 8:00 p.
Walt Whitman Middle School, Jack Knowles Lecture Hall

CALL TO ORDER
Approval of Secretary s Minutes
Approval of Treasurer s Report
Committee Reports
Co-Chairmen s Report on Board Actions

PUBLISHED ITEMS and RESOLUTIONS
NEW BUSINSS

Member Association Representatives ' Time
MVCCA Supervisor s Time
Other Elected Reps and Public Time

ADJOURNT

Dan Fisher-Burrier... 703-780-5593
Dan Rinzel.. 

......... ..

703-360-4627
Jerr Ireland........ ....703-768-6923
Tonda Phalen.......... 703-768-7091
Carol Coyle............ 703-780-7955
Mary Richards...... ...703-765-2635
George Bauer........ ..703-768- 1774

Queenie Cox....... ....703-360-2414
Judy Harbeck.......... 703-780- 1883
Larr Zaragoza.... .....703-447- 1288
Louise Cleveland...... 703-780-9151
Jay Spiegel........... ..703-619-0101
Dallas Shawkey.... ...703-360-2185
Frank Cohn............ 703-780-5698
Greg Scoma... . ..... ...703-799-8332
Jojo Shiffett........... 703-704-9222
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday, Feb. 28 , 2007 8:00 p.
Walt Whitman Middle School, Jack Knowles Lecture Hall

MINUTESAGENDA

PRESIDING: Co-Chair Dan Rinzel
ATTENDING: Co-chair Jerr Ireland; committee chairs
George Bauer, Louise Cleveland, Frank Cohn, Queenie Cox
Judy Harbeck, Dallas Shawkey; special/committee chair desig-
nates Jay Spiegel, Larr Zaragoza, Jojo Shiffett & Greg
Scoma; Record Editor Mary Richards; Treasurer Tonda Phalen;
Secretary Carol Coyle
Representatives from Belle Haven Terrace

Collingwood, Collngwood Springs , Crosspointe, The Fairfax
Hollin Glen , Huntington, Hybla Valley Fars, Marian Forest
Mount Vernon Civic, Mount Vernon Manor, Mount Vernon
Mobile Homes , Mount Vernon on the Potomac, Mount Zephyr
New Alexandria, New Gum Springs, Newington, Newington
Forest, Olde Belhaven Town, Potomac Valley-Riverbend, Riv-
erside Estates , Riverside Gardens , Sherwood Estates , Spring
Bank , Stratford Landing, Stratford on the Potomac IV, Sulgrave
Manor, UV and Kings Crossing, Waynewood, Wellngton
Wessynton, Willamsburg Manor, Wiliamsburg Manor North
Woodlawn Manor.

Co-Chairs
Announcements

Col. Brian Lauritzen, Base Commander, Fort Bel-
voir, Va. , will be the guest speaker for the March 28
Council meeting. He wil provide a BRAC update
and discuss the EIS.

At the March 15 meeting, the board accepted the
application of Skyview Park Community Associa-
tion as a new member to the MVCCA. The General
Council wil vote to approve this new member at the
March 28 meeting.
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_COUNCIL minutes

SUPERVISOR' S TIME
Fairfax County Budget. County Manager Tony Griffn de-
scribes it as a "hold the line" budget. Tax rate remains the
same; while assessments in most of the county went down
assessments in Mount Vernon district went up, Lorton is up 2
Yz%; commercial assessments had an "incredible" increase.
Schools remain a top priority. 60% of the County budget is
derived from propert taxes; 52% of the County budget is
dedicated to schools.
Kings Crossing. JPI has presented a new proposal for the
Kings Crossing development. Gerry called an emergency
meeting of APR to get reaction to the changes. The Plan
expands the space. 30% will be commercial (there is talk of a
Wegmans). Gas station and McDonalds will be moved north.
Residential would be expanded to more , but smaller, units.
Proposed entrance on Quander. People relocated ITom the
mobile homes would have units there or space in the North
Hill development.
Huntington . BOS has authorized help with flood insurance;
this will be re-evaluated in one year. Work needs to proceed
to find a prevention to the flooding.
North Hill. RHA proposes that 11 acres be used for 65 own-
ership doublewide manufactured homes. The mobile home
park will get the first briefing, then P&Z , then Council if we
want. Twenty-two acres wil be deeded to the County Park
Authority .

MINUTES approved as printed.

TREASURER' S REPORT approved as revised.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget and Finance: Three meetings scheduled: with Edu-
cation Committee to discuss the school budget in anticipation
of the County budget; on March 5 to receive the budget docu-
ments; and regular meeting to discuss and formulate a resolu-
tion. There is a 22 percent increase in commercial real estate
assessment. A 2 percent decrease in payroll wil be accom-
plished by attrition. We get about 20 cents back on every
dollar of taxes to the state. State plans to hand off road main-
tenance to the jurisdictions. County budget gets 4 percent
from the state and 1 percent from the feds. One penny is up;
contributions ITom Richmond are down. Resolution to be
presented on tMarch 9 wil encourage more support for edu-
cation and mental health.
Consumer Affairs: The Gala Silent Auction will be held
from 5:00 - 6:15 p.m. on April 21. Many items on which to
bid, including vacations, dinners and a "goodie bag" from
Queenie s mom.
Education: School budget contains the smallest overall in-
crease in years. The committee is concerned with what is not
there things like computer replacement and service, com-
puter instructors.

Environment and Recreation: Larr Zaragosa, acting committee
chair, introduced himself. He noted that the BRAC EIS has just
come out. Meeting has been changed from MVHS to room 219
South County Governmental Center; agenda is to draft EIS and air
quality resolutions.

Health and Human Services: Kudos for the selection of INOV A
Mount Vernon Auxiliary as Council' s Organization of the Year.
Planning and Zoning: Chairman designate Jay Spiegel intro-
duced himself. Meeting agenda wil include a presentation by the
County P&Z staff.
Public Safety: Presidents are encouraged to have neighborhood
watch people receive disaster preparedness training given by the
County. If enough people are interested, they wil come to us.
Committee is concerned with the escalating numbers of robberies
along Route One.
Transportation: Committee will be considering the transporta-
tion impact ofthe annual budget and the BRAC EIS (which al-
lows 60 days for comment).
FCFCA REPORT: Monthly meeting was canceled due to road
conditions. Greg Scoma, Representative designate , introduced
himself. He noted that the federation wil be discussing opposi-
tion to a change in minimum lot widths for development and
regulations for the use of PODs.
Affordable and Workforce Housing: Jojo Shifflett, acting com-
mittee chair, introduced herself. She deferred to Jerr Ireland
former chair, to discuss the One Penny Fund Report.
Gala Committee: Jerr Ireland reported on plans for the gala
which will be held at the Fort Belvoir Golf Facility on April 21
from 5:00 - 9:00 p. , with silent auction ITom 5:00 - 6:15.

CO-CHAIR REPORT: Co-chair Dan Rinzel submitted the slate
of committee chairs for approval by the General Council:

Budget - George Bauer
Consumer Affairs - Queenie Cox
Education - Judy Harbeck
Environment and Recreation - Larr Zaragoza
Health and Human Services - Louise Cleveland
Planning and Zoning - Jay Spiegel

Public Safety - Dallas Shawkey
Transportation - Frank Cohn
Affordable and Workforce Housing - Jojo Shiffett
Representative to Fairfax County Federation of Citizens
Associations - Greg Scoma

Motion for division of the slate was defeated 7-21-
Slate Was approved 25-

PROGRAM:
Laurel Hil development plans were presented and discussed by
Chris Caperton and Leanna Hush of the County Planning Staff;
Kirk Holly from the Park Authority; Bob Bitzel, Senior Project
Manager for Laurel Hill; Kelly Davis of the Master Planning Staff
for Laurel Hill. Information is available on the Laurel Hil Web
site at ww.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpzllaurelhill!.
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_COMMITTEE reports
BUDGET AND FINANCERESOLUTIONS

One Pennv Fund Report: Motion to accept the report. It was
explained that the recommendations based on this report wil
be forwarded by the committee at a later time. Acceptance 
the report will enable the committee to distribute to BOS and
other interested parties. Transmittal letter will stress that this
is distributed for comment. Motion passed 25-

Considering the hour Education Committee deferred their
motion to next month.

Dredging of Cameron Run - Motion to move this ahead
sooner rather than later. Cost wil be about $18 million ini-
tially and should be repeated about every five years.
Motion passed 32-

Meeting was adjourned at 10:05.

Carol Coyle, Secretary

RESOLUTIONS IN THIS MARCH RECORD

MVCCA-2007-PUZ- Ol: Big Box Retail Zoning Ordinance
Amendment

MVCCA-2007-EDUC- 02: FY2008 Advertised Budget Plan

MVCCA-2007-BUDG- Ol: Fairfax County FY2008 Budget
As Advertised

MVCCA-2007-EDUC-Ol: Testing of Limited English Profi-
cient Students (reprinted from February Record since motion
was deferred due to time constraints)

MVCCA-2007-H/HS- Ol: Health and Human Services Plan-
ning for FY2008

This is the time of year that the Budget & Finance Committee
focuses on producing a resolution on the Advertised Budget for
the upcoming fiscal year. This year, in order to produce our
resolution, we held five meetings: Wednesday, Feb. 21 Gointly
with the Education Committee); Monday, Feb. 26; Tuesday,
Feb. 27; Thursday, March 1; and Friday, March 9. Representa-
tives from Hollin Hall , Hollin Hils, Mt. Vernon on the Poto-
mac , Mount Zephyr Citizens ' Assn , Potomac ValleylRiverbend
Willamsburg Manor North, Stratford on the Potomac-Sec. IV
Stratford Landing and Wessynton Homes helped in producing
our resolution.

County Executive Anthony Griffin was our guest at the Feb. 27
meeting. Tony s presentation is always helpful and very infor-
mative. Here are 12 items that came up in our meeting with
Tony:

Commercial real estate will probably continue to in-
crease at a single digit rate in CY2007. The problem is
that, based on historical patterns, residential real estate
probably has not bottomed out yet. The County wil
probably not see a revenue increase this year as much
as it did last year. Overall real estate assessed value
increased 4.15 percent with residential value decreas-
ing .33 percent and nonresidential value increasing
13.57 percent.
FCPS would like to go to full-day kindergarten in
three years. Tony believes the Board of Supervisors
(BOS) would like this to occur over a seven-year pe-
riod.
BRAC needs $5 billion in funding in order to stay on
target for a 2011 implementation. However, Congress
has only appropriated $2 bilion. So, the 2011 target
date wil not be achieved. Tony also points out that
BRAC wil not work if employees cannot get to and
from work , implying that funds need to be provided
for infrastructure improvements.
With regard to assessments, the County assessments
tend to be in the 92 percent range. By law, they cannot
be more than 100 percent of fair market value.
The FY2008 Advertised Budget provides for a 2 per-
cent decrease in payroll expenses. This is being done
through attrition. Tony points out that this number
was made 2 percent instead of 1 percent in order to
balance the budget.
The transportation bill allows for a differential rate of
an additional 25 percent to be charged for commercial
real estate. For ilustration, the current mil rate is 89
cents. The bil would allow the County to charge 111
cents for commercial real estate.
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II COMMITTEE reports
7. Devolution: The State is looking for ways to de-

crease its level of support for road maintenance. If
Fairfax County were to build a new road , the County
would have to pay for the maintenance ofthat new
road.

8. The last time that the rate of return for funds from
Richmond was calculated, they calculated that 19
cents was returned to Fairfax for every dollar sent to
Richmond. Generally, they round this up to 20
cents.

9. Prince William County receives 50 percent oftheir
school budget from Richmond, while Fairfax
County only receives 25 percent of its school budget
from Richmond.

10. While the legislature is in session , Fairfax has three
full-time people located in Richmond reading the
bils introduced , looking for any impact that they
might have on the County. Less than 5 percent of
the general budget comes from non-Fairfax County
sources. Less than 1 percent comes from federal
sources and less than 4 percent comes from Rich-
mond.

11. Jerr Ireland went over a spreadsheet with Tony
showing that since the one penny for affordable
housing was introduced in Fairfax County, the reve-
nues for affordable housing from Richmond have
decreased and offset the County' s one penny. In
this time frame , state support for affordable housing
has decreased from 24 percent to 12 percent, while
the County' s support has increased from 12 percent
to 36 percent in FY2008. Tony was not aware of
this and said he appreciated Jerr s work on the sub-
ject.

12. Generally, proffers have worked well for the
County. There have been some instances in which
the County has had to step in and provide funds for
some projects (e. , roads) that developers have
walked away from. The County has had to fund
these projects and then initiate legal proceedings in
order to get funds provided from the bonding for
these projects. As the County s development be-
comes increasingly "infill" in nature, Tony believes
that the County wil go to a cash proffer system as is
used in Prince William.

We developed most of the text of our resolution at our March
1 meeting with the final version being produced for the board
at our Friday meeting on March 9. Representatives from
Holln Hills, Mount Vernon Civic Association, Mount
Zephyr, Potomac ValleylRiverbend and Wiliamsburg Manor
attended this meeting. Dan Fisher-Burrier provided valuable
guidance on procedure. Our last meeting is held with the
intention of receiving input from the committee chairs. This
time, chairs of Education , Safety, Health and Human Re-

sources, and the Special Committee on Affordable and Work-
force Housing attended our final meeting. The Environment
Committee asked Dan to address issues of interest to their com-
mittee. Additionally, throughout the process of developing our
resolution, all of the listed chairs provided input in developing
the resolution.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wed. , April 4 , at 7:30 p.m. in
the Principal' s Conference Room at Walt Whitman Middle
School.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS

The Consumer Affairs Committee met on Tuesday, March 6.
Representatives from New Gum Springs , Potomac Valley-River
Bend, Springbank , Stratford Landing and Sulgrave Manor were
present.

The committee discussed the pros and cons concerning the elimi-
nation of Virginia s front license plate. These included the view-
point that the two-plate requirement is a big revenue source for
the Commonwealth; efforts to save money may lose more reve-
nue' the Commonwealth would lose revenue associated with
van ity tags and that people who purchase vanity tags want to be
seen coming and going; Virginia recently reinstated the photo
camera and that photo enforcement is not front and back. Be-
cause of other factors such as safety and costs , the Committee
decided to send the issue to Budget & Finance and Public Safety
to obtain their thoughts concerning costs , to include production
storage and shipping; and safety concerns from the police depart-
ment and community.

The Committee is also sending the following question to Budget
& Finance and Public Safety: Since the County tag is no longer
required , how does the County enforce its registration require-
ments and what effect, ifany, has its elimination had on reve-
nues?

For our April 3 meeting, we plan to invite a speaker from Veri-
zon to address cable service in the Mt. Vernon District. Certain
areas in Mt. Vernon are incomplete and residents want to know
why Verizon is not completing that work before venturing into
FIOS. If April 3 is not feasible, we wil plan for another date.

For our May 1 meeting, we plan to invite Lara Fitts from SFDC
to provide an update on Route 1 and status of projects. The Com-
mittee would like to know consumer options for the projects.

The Committee s final piece of business was to discuss obtaining
donations for the silent auction that will be held during the
MVCCA 20th Annual Gala. We have some leads that we wil 
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II COMMITTEE reports
pursuing. Check the Silent Auction sheet printed elsewhere in
the Record.

Because of Spring Break, there wil not be a Consumer Affairs
meeting on April 3. The next meeting will be May 2 at Walt
Whitman Middle School at 7:30 p.

EDUCATION

The Education Committee held its annual joint meeting with
the Budget & Finance Committee on Feb. 21 , 2007 , at 7:30

, in the Whitman Middle School librar. Associations
represented (including Budget Committee members) were
Mount Vernon Civic, Stratford on the Potomac IV , Wessyn-
ton , Waynewood, Stratford, Wiliamsburg Manor North
Hollin Hall , Mt. Zephyr, Potomac Valley Riverbend , Wil-
liamsburg Manor, Newington Forest and Wellington. Other
attendees included George Bauer, Budget Committee Chair;
Jerr Ireland , MVCCA Co-Chair, and Mario Schiavo , Budget
Director, Fairfax County Public Schools.

At the joint meeting, Budget Director Schiavo presented the
School Board' s Advertised Budget and answered questions.

As committee members have discussed previously, the School
Board Budget has to strike a balance between the requirements
of state law that the school budget provide for the needs of the
system ITom an educational standpoint as compared to the
budget guidance given by the Board of Supervisors which
reflects proposed funding availability.

In that regard , for FY2008 , the difference between the needs in
the School Board Budget and the proposed funding in
County' s Advertised Budget is about 1 percent ($17 milion)

the smallest
disparity in many years. The School Board Budget contains
no new programs and only about $11 milion in additional
resources , of which $5.6 milion is for continued expansion of
full-day kindergarten to 21 additional schools , one of which is
expected to be Fort Hunt Elementary in our area. Teachers
would receive a 2 percent Market Scale Adjustment.

Newington Forest, Stratford on the Potomac IV , Williamsburg
Manor, Mt. Zephyr and Riverside Estates.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 4, 2007
at 7:30 p. , in the Walt Whitman Middle School library.

ENVIRONMENT AND RECREATION

The meeting was held on March 7 in the Mount Hybla Room
(Room 219) at the South County Government Center Building,
beginning at 7:30 p.

Approval/Corrections ofthe February Minutes:
The Chair noted two corrections to the minutes were in order.
First, two representatives from Holln Hall Village Citizen Asso-
ciation were present at the February 2007 meeting. Second, the
notes reflected the old location for the March meeting.

With the above noted corrections, the minutes of the Februar
2007 E&R meeting as published in The Record were approved
by the committee.

Old Business

Vice Chair Discussion:

Chair Lar Zaragoza acknowledged the amount of time , energy
and commitment that the previous chair, Jim Davis , gave to the
committee. In order to keep the Environment & Recreation
Committee functioning at the level under Jim Davis' years of
service and to improve coverage of the recreation side, the Chair
suggested that the Vice Chair position be held by two individu-
als. The chair proposed Bil Cleveland of Collingwood on the
Potomac and Catherine Voorhees of Hollin Hall Village. The
committee agreed that both of these individuals had a lot to offer
and supported their selection to these positions.

Brief Update on Huntington Mews Project:
The Director of Public Works of Fairfax County approved the
floodplain elevations shown in floodplain studies prepared in
2001 and 2003 by VDOT, which wil be used for the review of
the Huntington Mews project. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge

The chair was directed to prepare a resolution reflecting Com- stu?ies prepared by V,oOT represent the most accurate determi-

mittee reasoning and concerns for consideration at the March 7 natIOn of the floodplam levels along that reach of Cameron Run.regular meeting. Consequently, the floodplain levels for the area of the Hunting-
ton Mews project are being increased by over 2 feet to 14 feet.

The regularly scheduled March 7 , 2007 , meeting was can-
celled due to weather and school closing, and in view of exi-
gent time circumstances , the Committee unanimously ap-
proved both an e-mail vote and the Resolution, printed else-
where in this RECORD, which reflects Committee discussions
in more detail. Associations actively participating in the vote
were: Mount Vernon Civic, Waynewood , Wellington

Inga Stagg, who represents the developer, indicated that they are
working with County staff to figure out the process for review of
this project. The review has been complicated by the fact that
some of the recently approved properties now sit in the flood-
plain as a result of the adoption of the VDOT floodplain.
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Im COMMITTEE reports
Master Roofing Update:

The Chair noted that a Special Exception is expected to be
needed for this project to move forward and that he has a call
into County staff to get an update for the E&R.

Project Activity Matrix
The Chair indicated that he would like an activities matrix to be
included on the MVCCA Web site so that the committee can
track the status of projects that the committee has reviewed.

New Business

Fort Belvoir BRAC:
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Implementation
of2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAe) Recommenda-
tions and Related Army Actions at Fort Belvoir, Va., was re-
leased on Feb. 28 , 2007. Comments on the draft EIS can be
submitted for 60 day to ATTN: EIS Comments, Fort Belvoir
Directorate of Public Works, 9430 Jackson Loop, Suite 100
Fort Belvoir, V A 22060-5116. E-mail comments may be sent to
environmental belvoir.army .mil.

The Chair suggested that members ofthe committee work on
smaller portions of the draft EIS (DEIS) and report to the com-
mittee as to their findings and recommendations for comments.
The Chair also noted the latest draft State Implementation Plan
(SIP) modeling indicates that Mt. Vernon and Arlington will
not meet the ozone standard. The Air Quality State Implemen-
tation Plan is expected to be released in the middle of March.

The Group divided the DEIS into the following environmental
and recreational areas:

1. Water Resources/Stormwater Run-off! Drainage (Paul Phelps
with Dorothy Keough)
2. Air Quality (Larr Zaragoza and Bil Cleveland)

3. Cultural Resources and Recreational Issues (Catherine Voor-
hees)
4. Biological Resources (Martin Tilet)

The Chair advised that the mitigation measures in the DEIS be
reviewed along with other sections. Also the basis for any posi-
tions taken should be evaluated. For example, are the positions
based in fact? Do the decisions make sense logically and is the
areas quality of life being improved with the development?

Stream Monitoring:
There wil be a stream monitoring on the Paul Spring Branch of
Little Hunting Creek on March 172007, at 1 :30 p.m. The
Monitoring Group wil meet at the comer of Paul Spring Park-
way and Yorktown Drive in Holln Hall Vilage. The Paul

Spring Branch parallels Paul Spring Parkway and the monitor-
ing wil consist of looking for and counting the number of
plants, bugs, fish, etc. Paul Phelps of the Little Hunting Creek

Watershed Steering Committee encourages those who want
to monitor a stream (e., Dogue, Pohick , Accotink or Paul
Spring Branch) to come to this stream monitoring. School
children needing community service points should volunteer.

Recreation
The Chair asked the committee if there is interest in obtaining
a wheelchair-accessible treehouse for the Mount Vernon Dis-
trict. The committee members present thought the idea was a
good one for an area close to our nations capital , but that it
should not be limited to wheelchair disabilties.

The drainage problems with the Grist Mil Park Soccer fields
were discussed. Fairfax County reopened the soccer fields
after a year and a half, so that the fields to could be improved
by a contractor. However, area soccer player parents have
commented on why the soccer fields do not drain adequately
after rain events so that the fields remain closed a large part
ofthe season. One member of the committee remarked that
standard drainage techniques and maintenance should be
looked into. The Chair indicated that he would follow
through with Fairfax County to better understand the status of
this and other issues, including the question of accessible
playgrounds.

Wetland Board Public Hearing
Paul Siegel of Stratford Landing and a member of the Little
Hunting Creek Watershed committee briefly explained that
two propert owners built bulkheads without the proper per-
mit from the Wetland Board. One propert owner dismantled

his bulkhead after being informed of the violation. The other
propert owner is seeking an after-the-fact permit to allow
the 150- foot bulkhead to remain in place on Little Hunting
Creek.

The Committee briefly discussed the implications of allowing
individuals to build something without the proper permit(s)
by issuing an after-the-fact permit. Several committee mem-
bers noted that if this was allowed, there would be no incen-
tive to follow permits and a greater number of violations.
Accordingly, the committee felt people should follow the
regulations and rules in place as this ensures that the con-
struction is done properly.

A draft resolution was presented to the committee by Paul
Phelps of Holln Hils concerning consistent enforcement of

environmental protections. The draft resolution wil be taken
up at a later meeting.

Announcements
Native Plant Sale - 16 plants for $17. 95. Go to
ww .fairfaxcounty .gov/nvswcd/seedlingsale.htm
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