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MVCCA COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The MVCCA Council meeting scheduled for Jan. 13 was cancelled 
due to inclement weather.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations Website:  www.mvcca.org 

 

Announcements 
 

The MVCCA Co-Chairs have reappointed all of the 
current Committee Chairs to serve in 2011.  

 
 
 

Save the Date 
 

 MVCCA Annual Gala  
 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 
Laurel Hill Golf Club 

6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.    

 

Budget and Finance   David Voorhees 

Consumer Affairs   Queenie Cox 

Education   Judy Harbeck 

Environment and Recreation   Betsy Martin 

Health and Human Services   Louise Cleveland 

Planning & Zoning   David Dale 

Public Safety   Dallas Shawkey 

Transportation   Catherine Voorhees 

Record Editor 
  Vacant 
  Karen Keefer (acting) 

Fairfax County Federation of 
Citizens Associations 

  Karen Pohorylo 

Southeast Fairfax Development 
Corp. 

  Karen Pohorylo 

Special Committee on Affordable 
and Workforce   Housing 

  John Jeszenszky 

Long Range Strategic Planning   Kahan Dhillon 
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Committee Reports  

 

BUDGET AND FINANCE  

 
 Minutes of the Budget and Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011 at 7:30 pm 
Walt Whitman Middle School Principal’s Conference Room 

 
Present:  David Voorhees (Committee Chair), Belle Haven Civic, 
Hollin Hall Village, Mount Vernon Civic, Southwood, Stratford  
Landing, Tauxemont, Wellington, Williamsburg Manor, Woodlawn 
Manor. 
 
Dr. Jerry Gordon from the Fairfax County Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) attended our meeting and explained the function of 
the EDA.  In essence the EDA facilitates the relocation of busi-
nesses to Fairfax county and also helps local businesses expand 
by locating commercial office space and also arranges contact 
between these businesses and venture capital groups.  The EDA 
budget has grown to currently about $6,797,506 for fiscal year 
2011.  For fiscal year 2009, the EDA reported that it facilitated the 
addition of 5,056 jobs in Fairfax County of which 930 were created 

Committee Reports 

by businesses new to the county.  For 2010, the EDA’s report  
 
included the addition of 6,459 jobs to Fairfax County of which 648 
were listed as jobs due to new businesses relocating to Fairfax 
County.  The EDA maintains foreign offices in Tel Aviv, Bangalore, 
Munich, Seoul, London and another national office in San  
Francisco. 
 
County Executive Tony Griffin has accepted our invitation to speak 
to the Budget and Finance Committee meeting.  This meeting will 
be held at the Government center at 7:30 on Thursday, February 
24, 2011.  The County Executive releases the Advertised Budget 
on February 22, 2011. 
 
The next regular Budget and Finance committee meeting will be 
held March 2, 2011 at 7:30 at the principal’s conference room at 
Walt Whitman Middle School.   
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
January 1, 2011 through January 31, 2011 

 
Beginning balance  $  10,195.93 
Jan. 1, 2011 
 Actual Actual   
  Monthly YTD Budget  Variance 
 
Receipts 
 Dues-Current Members 2,022.00 2,022.00 $4,000.00 $(1,978.00) 
 Dues—New Members - - 200.00 (200.00) 
 Gala Income - - 6,000.00 (6,000.00) 
 MM Interest Income 0.21 0.21 - 0.21 
  Total Receipts $     2,022.21 $   2,022.21 $   10,200.00 $   (8,177.79) 
 
Disbursements 
 Administrative Exp 109.95 109.95 300.00 190.05 
 Gala Expenses    300.00 300.00   6,000.00 5,700.00 
 Insurance 660.00 660.00 700.00 40.00 
 Outreach/Town Hall Meeting  - 650.00  650.00 
 Public Safety—Mailings  - 100.00 100.00 
 Record Production 160.00 160.00 1,550.00 1,390.00 
 Student of the Year Stipends  - 600.00 600.00 
 Web Site  - 300.00 300.00 
 Total Disbursements $     1,229.95 $   1,229.95 $   10,200.00 $   8,970.05 
 
Balance Available  $   10,988.19 
January 31, 2011 
 
Wachovia Checking $    5,986.26 
Wachovia Money Market bal 5,001.93 
Total Money Available $  10,988.19 
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and middle school students to receive 150 minutes per week of 
physical education.  While no member disputed the importance of 
increased physical activity, how this unfunded school mandate 
would be implemented is unclear. 
 
Barry Meuse presented his group’s concern that the decision to 
eliminate West Potomac’s unique ―honors‖ classes beginning with 
the 2011-12 school year will negatively impact the many students, 
as many as 75% of the student body, who currently participate by 
forcing them to take either General Ed classes, where it is feared 
the level of instruction may not be college preparatory, or take  
Advanced Placement courses for which they may not yet be ready 
or which may be too demanding. 
 
As background, the Committee discussed that FCPS had, some 
years ago, adopted a policy that ―honors‖ classes would not be 
offered where there was an Advanced Placement course also  
offered on the same general subject; ―honors‖ classes continued to 
be offered in other areas, particularly at the freshman and sopho-
more levels.  Until this year, West Potomac alone had continued 
the dual track Honors/AP system and it is likely that many parents 
were unaware of the overall FCPS policy and thus were particularly 
shocked and taken aback. 
 
Committee members noted that particularly in highly diverse 
schools, there is legitimate concern about whether general ed 
classes  can effectively meet the needs of students at the very low 
end of achievement and those students expecting to go on to a 
four-year college, let alone everyone in between.  Quality differenti-
ated instruction and other teaching methods can bridge these gaps 
but, at the same time, the real world situation is ignored at one’s 
peril.  Members noted that some parents and students may be 
unduly fearful of the supposed difficulty of AP, which is certainly 
good preparation for college whether or not the student scores high 
enough on the AP exam to receive actual credit from the chosen 
college.  Further, the AP grade ―bump‖ reduces any potential ad-
verse grade point average affect.  Other members opined that  
parents should not assume students will not emerge from general 
ed classes with a strong preparation for college even though some 
classmates are struggling with the basics; most students will 
achieve at the level appropriate for their abilities and plans. 
 
Committee members did feel that perhaps FCPS should revisit the 
―honors‖ policy particularly in highly diverse schools where the  
performance range is so wide, recognizing that class demographics 
and achievement do affect instruction, that some solid students 
need a higher level of instruction but are not ready for a full AP 
load, and that some underachievers might be encouraged to try an 
intermediate honors class when AP seems too far out of reach.  
Given that West Potomac retained the dual track primarily by virtue 
of a school-based management decision by several preceding prin-
cipals, and now that the program has surfaced and is on the radar, 
seeking a broad policy change may be an effective approach rather 
than limiting the issue to West Potomac. 
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS  
 
Consumer Affairs held a teleconference meeting on February 1st at 
7:30 p.m.  The following tips and links were discussed: 
  
Auto warranty – Can a dealer void your car’s warranty if you have 
someone else do routine maintenance on the vehicle?  
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2011/01/autowarranties.shtm 
  
The U.S. Treasury Department plans to launch a pilot program to 
deliver tax refunds through prepaid debit cards, an effort to cut the 
expense of paper checks and aid lower-income taxpayers who 
don't have bank accounts. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB10001424052748703889204576078270017010048.html?
mod=WSJ_PersonalFinance_PF2 
  
Tax changes for 2011:  A checklist 
http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB10001424052748703675904576063903166546250.html?
mod=WSJ_hpp_sections_personalfinance 
  
7 Tips to Avoid Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Errors 
http://www.usnews.com/blogs/the-college-solution/2011/01/11/7-
tips-to-avoid-fafsa-errors.html 
   
11 New Airline Fees we might see in 2011 
http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/11-airline-fees-2011/story?
id=12540664 
  
Our next meeting will be via teleconference on Tuesday, March 1st 
at 7:30 p.m.  There is no cost to the participants--only to the host, 
who is the committee chair.  Dial-in number is 866-866-2244 and 
the participant code is 4636258. 
 

EDUCATION  
 
The MVCCA Education Committee met on Wednesday, February 
2, 2011, at 8pm in the library at Whitman Middle School.  Associa-
tions represented were: Mount Vernon Manor, Potomac Valley/
Riverbend, Wellington, Hollin Hall, Waynewood, Stratford on the 
Potomac, Newington Forest, and Riverside Estates.  Barry Meuse, 
representing a group of concerned West Potomac High School 
parents, also attended to bring an issue to the attention of the 
Committee. 
 
The Chair distributed the final version of testimony provided to the 
School Board on January 24, 2011, and the Committee briefly  
discussed some recent potential changes to the FY2012 budget 
picture.  These included an opinion by the Commonwealth Attorney 
that school systems could not constitutionally collect fees for AP 
(and presumably IB) tests.  In addition, the Virginia Assembly 
passed a bill (not yet signed by the Governor) requiring elementary 
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Meuse also mentioned that his group has had significant difficulty 
in getting information and answers from school personnel and the 
School Board regarding the educational basis for the decision to 
eliminate honors and any clear position on how the school will meet 
the needs of kids who would formerly have been in ―honors‖ but 
now must choose general ed or AP.  The Committee is very con-
cerned about any lack of responsiveness to parents or community 
and the Chair will make some efforts to clarify the situation.   
Although it is not an excuse, members suspect that FCPS’ will --
and ability-- to respond is being compromised by the war of docu-
mentary attrition being waged by other parent groups in an effort to 
force action on a variety of unrelated issues. 
 
The Committee also briefly discussed the education portion of  
Supervisor Hyland’s Visioning Task Force, which was to be  
presented to the community on February 5, 2011.  Members who 
served on the Task Force indicated that the mandate was consid-
ered to be looking at the structure and needs of our District with 
regard to education over the next 25 years.  Thus, many specific 
issues such as class size or teacher pay were not specifically  
discussed because they were seen as primarily year-to-year opera-
tional issues, nor were charter schools, for example.  However, 
many such issues are implicit in the views that education in the 
future will need to be more flexible with more use of electronic in-
struction where appropriate, more critical thinking and project-
based instruction, more differentiation according to each student’s 
educational and social needs etc.  The full report, which includes 
most of the task force discussions, can be read at: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mountvernon/visioning_task_force.htm 
 
On February 9, 2011, the Committee, in joint session with the 
Budget&Finance Committee, heard a presentation by Susan Quinn 
on the School Board’s FY2012 Advertised Budget.  That budget 
seeks an increase of $48M from the County above FY2011 levels.  
Details will be discussed further at the March meeting and reported 
in the March minutes. 
 
Next meetings:   
 2/24/11, 7:30 pm, Mount Vernon Government Center: Presen-

tation of the County FY2012 Advertised Budget (joint with B&F) 
 3/2/11, 8 pm, Whitman MS library 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION  

 
The committee met on 2 February 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in room 3, 
Mount Vernon Government Center.  Present were Betsy Martin 
(chair), Dave Plummer (MVCCA co-chair), Collingwood-on-the-
Potomac, Hollin Hills, Mount Vernon Civic, Mount Vernon on the 
Potomac, Potomac Valley-Riverbend, River Towers Condo,  
Stratford Landing, Tauxemont, Wellington, Wessynton, Woodlawn 
Manor, and Woodley Hills.  Members of the Pumphouse Associa-
tion for Canine Kindness (PACK) and others also attended. 
 

North Hill Park Master Plan:  Sandy Stallman (Fairfax County 
Park Authority, FCPA) briefed the committee on the master plan for 
North Hill Park, which was approved by the Park board in Feb. 
2010.  The park is planned for a local park serving a 2-3 mile  
radius, with pedestrian access from all sides.  The trail system 
would follow the road system that served the old mobile home park 
so as to avoid taking out more trees than necessary.  The property 
line has been adjusted so the shear walls are not on park property; 
FCPA does not want to have responsibility for them or maintain 
them.  (After this change, the park will be about 21 acres.)  A 
stormwater management facility is planned on site, being coordi-
nated with DPWES.  It may be integrated with the urban plaza.  At 
the time of development, tree impacts will be reviewed by the urban 
forester, and park staff will work with her to mitigate impacts.  Plan 
text has been added to address tree save concerns.  Stallman  
emphasized the goal of preserving big trees, which are one of the 
principal attractions of the park. 
 
There is no funding for this park, and uncertainly as the next  
funding opportunity.  Originally the next park bond was scheduled 
for 2012, but due to the economy and budget situation, this will 
likely be delayed. 
 
The site is still owned by the Housing and Community Develop-
ment (HCD).  The land has not been transferred and no funding 
exists for FCPA to do any cleanup or management of the site.   
 
Next steps are: review of the HCD site plan for the housing portion 
of the site; transfer of the land; the 2232 process, funding for 
cleanup, treatment plans, scope and design of the park, installation 
of facilities, and operation of the park. 
 
In response to questions submitted by the Mount Vernon Tree 
Commissioner, Stallman reported that conservation easements 
have not been established by HCD on the park property; they are 
going another route to achieve stormwater controls.  FCPA prefers 
there not be conservation easements, since this would restrict their 
ability to manage the site, including removing invasive plants.  The 
planned urban park, parking areas, and dog park show moderate 
and high risk impact on trees, including a few high quality trees; 
When the site is designed in detail, efforts will be made to mitigate 
tree impacts.   Stallman emphasized that the plan is conceptual, 
and has to be designed and engineered—at that point it can be 
adjusted to preserve big trees.  Also, procedures will be put in 
place during construction—they are striving to protect the trees. 
  
Proposed interim use of Westgrove Park as an off-leash dog 
area.  Stallman explained the FCPA’s area of authority and proce-
dures for establishing off leash dog areas (OLDA).  FCPA has had 
OLDA standards for 10 years.  A citizen task force helped the Park 
Authority put together a model for OLDAs and came up with  
standards that were adopted by the board in Nov. 1999.  The  
established model requires that there be an established sponsoring 
group that uses the design standards and agrees to help fund, 
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create, maintain and partner with FCPA to enforce rules.  FCPA 
works with communities through the park planning process to make 
sure they are not being impacted by a new use.  They now have 
established 7 dog parks across the county.  Much of her talk  
focused on FCPA’s adherence to the master planning process.   
About a dozen or more members of the public, many of them  
members of PACK (Pumphouse Association for Canine Kindness), 
presented their position. The founder of the Westgrove dog group 
spoke to the history of the area’s use by off-leash dog owners  
beginning about 5 years ago up to and including the recent cita-
tions by the animal control officers, and explained that Supervisor 
Hyland had originally told him it was okay to let his dog run off-
leash in the area.   The PACK founder emphasized that they don’t 
want a dog park as defined by the FCPA.   They want to be able to 
continue their use of the property pretty much as is, without a 
fenced in FCPA-type dog park with stone dust surface, which they 
referred to as a ―doggy prison yard.‖   
 
In answer to questions from the committee, PACK members said 
that about 125 people are actually members of the PACK (many 
more signed their petitions), with maybe 20 active users. PACK 
president Steve Nixon will visit the Transportation Committee next 
week.  PACK appears not to have actually begun the process of 
filing the FCPA paperwork to request sponsorship of an OLDA.  
One PACK member asked whether it might be possible for FCPA 
to give individual dog-owners permits to allow their dogs to run off-
leash in the area.  This might allow the group to continue to use the 
park, without opening it up to a big increase in usage.  A committee 
member noted that this is done in Rehoboth Beach, and Stallman 
suggested the proposal was worth exploring. 
   
There was discussion about the use of library parking by dog own-
ers, and whether this violated the rules.  Information provided by a 
committee member indicates that commuter and overnight parking 
are prohibited at the library, but use of library parking by the public 
does not seem to be prohibited.  Use of the school parking lot may 
be restricted by the ―No pets‖ restrictions on school grounds.  
Stallman reported that there is a project to improve the trail on the 
west side of Fort Hunt Rd.  In response to a question, Stallman 
reported FCPA has a resource report done at the time of  
Westgrove master planning, 2005. 
  
In the committee’s discussion which followed the public comments, 
there was ambivalence expressed about whether the committee 
should offer any resolution at all.  Some said yes, others no.  In any 
case, no one was ready to offer any motion on the matter.  The 
new Mount Vernon representative to the Park Board was there for 
most of the discussion. 
 
The meeting adjourned about 10.  The next meeting is March 2 at 
room 3, Mount Vernon Government Center, 2511 Parkers Lane.  
Laura Grape (Senior Environmental Planner, Northern Virginia 
Regional Commission) will provide ―A Review of Sources of  
Bacterial Contributions to Local Streams.‖ 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES  
 
The MVCCA HHS Committee met Feb. 8 to discuss the Mount 
Vernon District Visioning Task Force Report (presented Feb. 5 at 
the annual Mount Vernon Town Meeting) and to prepare for citizen 
participation in the public review of the Advertised Fairfax County 
Budget Plan for FY 2012 that will be proposed/presented Feb. 22.  
Represented were nine MVCCA member citizen associations:  
Collingwood on Potomac, Hollin Glen, Hollindale, Hollin Hills, 
Mount Zephyr, Pinewood Lake, Stratford Landing Sec. IV,  
Waynewood, and Wellington. 
 
RE Human Services Policies and Priorities 
Committee members received the package of county and district 
information distributed at the Town Meeting (and available now via 
links on the Mount Vernon District Supervisor’s section of the 
county web site, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
mountvernon_2011_town_meeting.htm), making special note of 
human services concerns in the following items:  

 BOS Chair Sharon Bulova’s State of the County 2011 report 
on Jan. 13, 2011 

 2011 Fairfax County Legislative Program (and Human  

Services Issues Paper) 

 ―Mount Vernon District Appointees to Boards, Authorities and 
Commissions‖ 

 Mount Vernon District Visioning Task Force Report (version  
presented Feb. 5, 2011) and Feedback Forms (due Feb. 15) 

 
In discussion of the Feb. 5 Report of the Mount Vernon Visioning 
Task Force, the Committee expressed support for the Visioning 
effort as a whole and interest in the thought-provoking ideas it 
brings forward. Members agree that, while new development south 
of Fort Belvoir continues to present opportunities, we share in a 
Countywide legacy of rapid sprawl into suburban residential  
pockets.  The key to sustaining and enhancing our quality of life 
now demands planned redevelopment, around centers of mixed 
use and common green space, with walkable, bikeable and public 
transit connections to, from and among existing neighborhoods.  
Looking at the planning priorities identified in the Report by two 
Visioning Committees, Housing and Community Development 
(page 3) and Human Services (page 22), the committee agreed 
that each committee had identified some solid issues that deserve 
further attention to implementation.   
 
Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
The HHS Committee supports the affordable/workforce housing 
priorities identified in the strategic Housing Blueprint adopted last 
year, but we would have placed the final  HCD ―priority‖ statement  
first: ―Create new housing development that is of high quality, is 
well planned and is consistent with our historic past and natural 
environment, paying particular attention to the Richmond Highway 
Corridor.‖  Planning in a deliberate manner on consolidated groups 
of contiguous parcels is the best hope for achieving a balance of 
low, moderate, and high cost housing.  Redevelopment in both 
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concern that the Board of Supervisors may be tempted not to 
choose, in this election year, an ―advertised tax rate‖ high enough 
to sustain essential County services and to allow meaningful citizen 
response to any serious threats to such services that may emerge 
during public testimony on the proposed Plan.  
 
RE Public review of FY 2011 Budget Plan 
MVCCA HHS Committee members have scheduled three key 
meetings, in the space of six days—Feb. 24, Feb. 26, and March 
1—to  (1) review the proposed Fairfax County FY 2012 Budget 
Plan for its impact on human services in our area, (2) draft an  
informed response for committee consideration, and (3) discuss 
and vote on a Resolution, “Fairfax County FY 2012 Health and 
Human Services Planning” (to be forwarded to the MVCCA  
Executive Board on March 10 for publication in the MVCCA Record 
and consideration at the MVCCA General Council meeting on 
March 23). 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 22 Fx Co Board of Supervisors meets for 
Presentation/publication of the County Executive’s proposed Fair-
fax County Advertised Budget Plan for FY 2012.  Presentation on 
cable Chan. 16; with documents posted soon afterward on the 
County web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
 
(1) Thursday, Feb. 24 7 PM,  The Route One Task Force for 
Human Services convenes, with Deputy Co. Exec. for Human 
Services Pat Harrison, to receive informational materials and iden-
tify the Budget Plan’s impact on 8 human services departments as 
well as cross-cutting concerns across all County agencies. MVCCA 
HHS Committee members are especially urged to participate. 
South County Center, Verdia Haywood Conference Center (2nd 
floor), 8350 Richmond Highway. 
 
(2) Saturday, Feb. 26 9 AM to noon, Ad Hoc HHS Committee 
working group meets to identify issues in the proposed Budget 
Plan that deserve citizen response and to rough out a draft Resolu-
tion. (Each HHS Committee member should notify the chair in  
advance that they do or do not plan to attend this working group.) 
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, Board Room (2nd floor, Blue  
entrance). 
 
(3) Tuesday, March 1 MVCCA Health and Human Services 
Committee meets to discuss and vote on a Resolution, “Fairfax 
County Health and Human Services Planning for FY 2012,” to be 
submitted for publication in the March MVCCA Record and consid-
eration at the MVCCA General Council, March 23.   Inova Mount 
Vernon Hospital, Engh Room 2nd floor (Yellow entrance/parking).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

residential and commercial areas on the Corridor should provide 
workforce housing, while also being more creative about green 
space (think roof gardens?). This would improve quality of life for 
all along the Corridor—which many agree is now ―overpaved,‖ 
rather than overpopulated.  
 
Human Services (HS) 
The Human Services portion of the Visioning Report needs, in the 
view of HHS Committee members, an  Overview statement that 
makes clear that human services including health care do not exist 
in a silo apart from education, public safety, environment and trans-
portation and also that important issues of access to vital services 
are shared for everyone in southeastern Fairfax County (and 
County Human Services Region I). (The HS Overview sentence 
that envisions keeping the ―Mount Vernon area superior to all Fair-
fax County areas‖ seemed to some nonsensical, if not offensive.) 
The committee agreed that the five priorities listed in the Overview 
are all ―solid‖ choices for attention in our community:  Funding for 
Health and Human Services (by recovering Medicaid dollars),  
Affordable and Supportive Housing, Building Resilience of Chil-
dren/Youth, Senior Citizens (services that enable aging-in-place), 
and continuing development of the Inova Mount Vernon Hospital as 
a Southeastern Center. Members identified the need to provide an 
Issue paper re prevention services and programs in support of the 
priority for Children/Youth.  They also requested more development 
of the brief ―Veterans‖ Issue paper, to explain the need locally for a 
separate ―health care facility‖ for ―veterans (not retired or service-
connected disabled veterans).‖  Members agreed that Inova Mount 
Vernon Hospital—with satellite 24/7 emergency services at the 
Lorton Healthplex--will best thrive by serving as a center or hub for 
the continuum of public and private healthcare services needed by 
people who live, work and play throughout the entire southeastern 
county ―service area‖ —providing high tech diagnostic services, 
crisis care, state of the art operating rooms, etc. Members recom-
mend  (1) adding a ―women’s center‖ (for services other than  
obstetric/neonatal) to Mount Vernon Hospital & Lorton Healthplex 
planning, (2) recognizing that many ―aging-in-place‖ strategies for 
seniors apply for persons of all ages with disabilities, and (3) focus-
ing the Human Services ―Housing‖ Issue paper on the housing 
needs connected with cost-effective crisis intervention and preven-
tion and with more effective delivery of health and other human 
services.  (The nationally recognized ―Housing First‖ strategy for 
delivery of human services means acting first to stabilize the  
housing of persons or families in crisis, so that they can engage in 
treatment or programs that will promote recovery and build resil-
ience.) The lively discussion concluded with an emerging consen-
sus on priorities that will help the HHS Committee in examining the 
FY 2012 Budget Plan and developing an informed response. 
 
The chair reminded the HHS Committee of multiple opportunities 
for citizen participation: the on-line Visioning feedback forms (due 
Feb. 15), a dozen citizen ―BACs‖ (Fairfax County Boards,  
Authorities and Commissions) related to human services, and the 
opportunity to register individually to testify (3 minutes) in BOS 
hearings on the FY 2012 budget plan.  The Committee expressed 
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before cell tower applications are accepted for processing a distrib-
uted antenna system (DAS) is included as an alternative.  The  
second resolution establishes that the Mount Vernon Council itself 
will not consider supporting any cell tower application unless it  
includes a DAS alternative.  This is to signal to cell carriers that 
independent of the Planning Commission’s policy, in the Mount 
Vernon District DAS must always be considered as an alternative 
for residentially located towers. 
 
Lastly, Neal McBride informed the Committee of the County’s  
proposed purchase of the Lorton incinerator.  His community has  
expressed concerns that the County is considering buying 20 year-
old technology, that the County has a history of not fulfilling the 
promises and expectations from other initiatives, and that the cost 
and borrowing are not worth the payback.  More information is on 
the Committee’s web site. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30.  The next meeting is Monday, 
March 7, 2011, at 7:30pm in the Jack Knowles Lecture Hall of  
Whitman Middle School. 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY  

 
Associations represented: Collingwood on the Potomac, Manors at 
Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, Mount Zephyr, Riverside Estates, 
Riverside Gardens, Waynewood, and Williamsburg Manor North. 
 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training 
The spring CERT training will begin on Monday, April 4, 2011 in 
Community Rms. #2 and #3, Mount Vernon Governmental Center 
at 7:30pm. There will be a total of six sessions held on the follow-
ing Mondays at the same time. The instructor will be Terry Akins 
from the Fire and Rescue Department. Fairfax County residents 
who want to attend must be at least 18 years of age. The training is 
free of charge. Applicants should send their name, address,  
telephone number, by email to Dana Powers at:  
Dana.Powers@fairfaxcounty.gov.  Please add the chair of the  
Public Safety Committee as a cc: shawkey@erols.com so that we 
may track how many attendees we have.  The class size is limited 
to about 24. Last fall we were unable to accommodate some  
applicants due the class being full. It will pay to apply early. 
 
Presentation 
Our speaker was Chief Magistrate Claude Beheler, Fairfax County, 
who gave a brief history of the magistrate system and a discussion 
of the current changes now in process for the system. 
 
The magistrate system traces its development through English and 
American history. Many of the duties of the magistrate were once 
performed in Virginia by the justices of the peace.  In 1974 the  
office of the justice of the peace was phased out and the Virginia 
magistrate system was established as part of a statewide court 
reorganization plan. Magistrates are not judges having trail jurisdic-

PLANNING & ZONING  
 

Minutes of the February 7, 2011   
Planning & Zoning Committee meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 and was attended by  
representatives from the following member associations:  
Collingwood Springs, Hollin Hills, Huntington Club, Marlan Forest, 
Montebello, Mt. Vernon Terrace, Mount Zephyr, Newington Forest, 
Potomac Valley River Bend, Spring Bank, Stratford Landing, 
Waynewood, Wellington, Wellington Heights, and Woodlawn 
Manor.  There were two information-only land use presentations, 
consideration of two resolutions from the cell tower subcommittee, 
and one update from a member organization.  Two resolutions on 
Distributed Antenna Systems were passed. 
 
First, representatives of Inova Mt. Vernon Hospital presented the 
current design for the proposed expansion of the facility, which 
requires a special exception amendment (SEA).  The design may 
change depending on the results of the 527 traffic impact study and 
the final language of the MVCCA sponsored APR Comprehensive 
Plan change.  As it was presented, the multi-phase expansion  
includes: 2 bed towers; expanded operating rooms and emergency 
area; two ambulatory care centers (ACC) with procedure rooms 
and offices; conversion of all current semi-private rooms to private 
rooms with the total count going from 237 to 285; and a 6-level 
parking garage.  The total floor area ratio will increase from .28 
to .48 and the total square footage will increase by 322,000 sf.  
LEED Silver level will be sought for the new ACC buildings.  LEED 
certification for the expansion areas is not possible since the exist-
ing building is not LEED compliant.  The construction will mostly be 
on areas that are already impervious surfaces.  Overall there will 
be a modest increase in total impervious area but much less than 
the increased building footprints. 
 
Next, there was a presentation by Memorial Ventures on the old 
Dairy Queen site at 6925 Richmond Highway.  This property is 
partly in the Beacon Hill Community Business Center (CBC) and is 
across Richmond Highway from the proposed Memorial Heights 
development.  The applicant is requesting a down-zoning from 
PRM with an FAR of .85 to a C-8 zone with an FAR of .5; the actual 
plan results in an FAR of .113 from a total of 6000 sf in either one 
or two buildings.  There are two conflicting goals for this parcel:   1) 
The adjacent residents prefer the building to be away from Rich-
mond Highway with parking in front; the Comp Plan guidance calls 
for buildings to be close to the road with parking on the side and 
rear.  2) The applicant says that a high density development under 
current zoning is not economically viable (hence the rezoning), but 
the Comp Plan and the inclusion in the CBC would call for high 
density commercial or mixed use.  This is particularly significant 
since there is high density residential planned for across the street. 
 
Next, the Committee considered and approved two resolutions 
from the subcommittee on cell tower placement.  The first resolu-
tion requests that the Planning Commission establish as policy that 
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service. Additionally, we have a jail here to support the police and 
the magistrates. These have been services that the MVCCA has 
endeavored to protect in the recent budget cycles. 

 
In 2008, the Commonwealth of Virginia made significant changes 
to the magistrate system. Where before the magistrate system was 
decentralized, it was centralized under the Virginia Supreme Court 
with the Executive Secretary placed in charge. Regional supervi-
sion was established. Previously, applicants for appointment as 
magistrates needed only a high school diploma with some college 
preferred (this could be waived for life experience, such as service 
in the military). The new requirement is a four year college degree - 
preferably a law degree. Life experience is no longer considered. 
The current magistrates are grandfathered in their positions. 
 
A major concern about the magistrate system is the low pay they 
receive. Magistrates are state employees. Starting salaries were 
about $41,000 per year. Many of them took the job to supplement 
their retired pay from other careers. Most do it because they like 
the service to the community. (Under the new system the salaries 
are to be negotiated individually.)  The Commonwealth recognized 
that salaries were too low to attract and retain magistrates so it 
authorized localities to supplement magistrate salaries by up to fifty 
percent. The Public Safety Committee supported the supplement to 
County magistrates by originating a resolution which the MVCCA 
Council approved and Supervisor Hyland supported. Nevertheless, 
it took several years to get approval in the Fairfax County budget.  
Five years ago the Board of Supervisor’s approved a supplement 
equal to twenty-five percent of each magistrate’s salary. The total 
amount was $365,000.  At that time there were 31 magistrates. 
The 2008 changes to the magistrate system included a ban on 
additional supplements as of July 1, 2008. Currently, there are 
nineteen magistrates eligible for a supplement so the total cost 
should work out to be about $260,000 for FY 2012. 
 
 The primary reasons for the drop in numbers of magistrates have 
been retirements and the uncertainty associated with the startup of 
the new regulations. Recently, the Chief Magistrate was allowed to 
advertise to fill three magistrate positions. There were 104 appli-
cants. Of these, 80 were attorneys. Many are just out of school and 
recently passed the bar. In the current economy, there are few jobs 
for attorneys. The concern is that the pay is too low to retain them 
and those applicants selected to be magistrates will leave as soon 
as the economy improves and they can go on to better paying  
careers. 
 
March Meeting   
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will begin at 7:30 
pm Thursday, March 3, 2011 in Community Room #3, Mount 
Vernon Governmental Center. We will be reviewing the County 
Executive’s proposed budget for FY 2012 as it pertains to public 
safety. Capt David Moyer, Commander, Mount Vernon Police  
Station will attend to help sort out the impact on the Police and a 
his station.   

tion. However, they are an integral part of the judicial system and 
are judicial officers of Virginia. The principal duty is to provide an 
independent unbiased review of complaints brought to their office 
by police officers, sheriffs, deputies, and citizens. Magistrates are 
not connected with law enforcement. Rather, they are issuing offi-
cers who serve as a buffer between law enforcement and society. 
Until recently, most magistrates were not lawyers; however, they 
are trained to perform such duties as issuing search warrants, sub-
poenas, arrest warrants, summonses, and setting bail. Magistrates 
also assist citizens by providing information on the judicial system 
and processes. 
 
Magistrates are appointed by chief circuit judges in consultation 
with the chief general district judge and the chief juvenile and  
domestic relations court judge. They are appointed for four year 
terms and may be reappointed. Any persons who are U.S. citizens 
and residents of the judicial district (or contiguous district) may 
become magistrates unless precluded by a statutory conflict of 
interest. The number of magistrates in each district is authorized by 
the Committee on District Courts. The chief circuit court judge has 
full authority over magistrates in his or her district. Each district has 
a chief magistrate who exercises direct daily supervision over the 
magistrates within the district. 
 
In large urban areas, such as Fairfax County, we have full time 
magistrates who work on a shift basis to provide an open office 24 
hours a day. Magistrates have no authority to take any action 
unless authority is expressly conferred by statute. The do have the 
following powers: 

 To issue arrest warrants 
 To issues search warrants 
 To admit to bail or commit to jail 
 To issue warrants and subpoenas 
 To issue civil warrants and pretrial levies and seizures 
 To administer oaths and take acknowledgements 

 To act as a conservator of the peace 
 To accept prepayment for traffic and certain minor misde-

meanor offenses 
 To issue emergency custody orders 
 To issue temporary mental detention orders 
 To issue medical emergency and temporary detention 

orders 
 To issue emergency protective orders 

 To issue out of service orders 
 

While magistrates will try to assist people by providing general 
information on the judicial system, they have generally not been 
lawyers and cannot give legal advice. 
 
In Fairfax County we have two magistrates’ offices. The Chief Mag-
istrate’s office is at the Fairfax Jail in Fairfax City. In the Mount 
Vernon District, we have a magistrate’s office to serve us at the 
Mount Vernon Governmental Center. It is also open 24 hours a 
day. This saves us the need to travel the 24 miles to Fairfax City for 
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TRANSPORTATION  

 
The MVCCA Transportation Committee met on Monday, February 
7, 2011 in the Library of the Walt Whitman Middle School.  Cath-
erine M. Voorhees chaired the meeting.  Attending were represen-
tatives of 22 member citizen associations (Belle Haven Terrace, 
The Fairfax, Hollin Hall Village, Huntington, Riverside Gardens, 
Riverside Estates, Marlan Forest, Montebello, Mount Vernon Civic, 
Mount Vernon Terrace, Mount Zephyr, New Gum Springs, Poto-
mac Valley-Riverbend, Stratford Landing, Southwood, Tauxemont, 
Waynewood, Wellington, Wessynton, Williamsburg Manor North, 
Woodland Park, Woodley Hills), MVCCA co-chair, Bob Reynolds, 
two interested citizens and our guest speakers. 
 
The January 2011 minutes of the Transportation Committee, as 
written in the Record were approved. 
 
Proposed Costco 
Guest Speaker: David Gill, Walsh, McGuireWoods LLP represent-
ing the proposed COSTCO at the former Multiplex site adjacent the 
Walmart at Sherwood Hall Lane and US Route 1 along with a rep-
resentative from COSTCO. 
 
David Gill informed us that the public hearing before the planning 
commissioners has been moved from February 24, 2011 to April 6, 
2011. Likewise, the board of supervisors hearing has been moved 
to the end of April 2011.  Let the MVCCA know if you have trans-
portation concerns that were not addressed by COSTCO. 
 
While Lee District is where the proposed COSTCO will be built, the 
brunt of the traffic congestion will affect Mount Vernon Magisterial 
District residents.  Does Lee District consider traffic counts associ-
ated with such a retail use?  As presented, it appears that the  
traffic situation needs to be considered by Lee District, as the  
proposed site is NOT just a land use issue.   
 
In an effort to appear to give consideration to traffic, David Gill 
mentioned that the site is zoned for retail up to 295,000 square 
feet, but COSTCO is planning to build on 143,000 square feet (all 
but a small portion of the remaining land will be used for surface 
parking).  The planned COSTCO building is planned to be posi-
tioned close to US Route 1 at the southeast corner of the property 
(basically limiting the ability to improve transportation infrastructure 
at that area in the future).   
        
David Gill mentioned two residential communities (both in Lee Dis-
trict): one to the south of Ladsen Lane and the other adjoining the 
rear line of the property when speaking about the location of the 
loading dock.  Thus, the planned building has the loading dock 
facing the front of US Route 1 (and directly across from a residen-
tial community in the Mount Vernon District).  In the chair’s opinion, 
the loading dock should be facing the Walmart parking lot so that it 
faces away from residential communities in both Lee and Mt. 
Vernon Districts.  

WWW.MVCCA.ORG 
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There will be two entrances to the proposed COSTCO: one on 
Ladsen Lane (requiring vehicles coming from the south on US 
Route 1 to turn left onto Ladsen Lane and an entrance from the 
Walmart parking lot (via an easement, which will require vehicles 
coming from the south to turn left into Walmart, vehicles from the 
north take a right into Walmart and vehicles from the east go 
straight at the Sherwood Hall and US Route 1 light and then take a 
left at the T, then straight through the entrance to the proposed 
COSTCO parking lot).  Thus, two accesses from US Route 1 on 
the north and south edges of the lot. 
     
In front of the loading dock, there appears to be a built-up hill with 
landscaping and a brick wall.  The plan calls for an existing bus 
stop to be moved northward so that the bus stop is on the south-
east corner facing US Route 1.  Is this sufficient? 
 
Transportation infrastructure improvements are limited to changing 
the timing of the Ladsen Lane light to allow more vehicles to make 
the left onto Ladsen Lane and adding a second left hand turn lane 
at Sherwood Hall Lane and US Route 1.  Although, it is recognized 
that there will be insufficient length of the Ladsen Lane dedicated 
turn lane and it is hoped that vehicles coming from the south will 
drive up to the Sherwood Hall Lane light to enter at that location. 
 
Currently, without a COSTCO, the level of service for the US Route 
1 and Ladsen Lane intersection is an ―E‖.  That is, traffic is already 
congested at this intersection. 
 
Question:  There appears to be a right turn entrance just south of 
the Walmart property into the proposed COSTCO site.  How is this 
entrance planned to be used?  
 
Answer:  The right turn in entrance/right turn out exit is an existing 
curb cut (although no traffic has been coming out that exit for the 
past 5 years as traffic increased at that location).  The plan is to 
allow traffic from the north to enter and traffic to exit by taking a 
right only. 
 
Question:  If vehicles take a right out the proposed COSTCO 
(going south) and then move to make a U-turn at Route 235 to go 
north on US Route 1, there will be a new squeeze.  How will this be 
accommodated? 
 
Answer:  There are no plans to lengthen the dedicated left hand 
turn from US Route 1 onto Ladsen Lane.  COSTCO does have 
plans to widen US Route 1 on their side of the road to accommo-
date dual dedicated left hand turns at the Sherwood Hall Lane light. 
(Chair’s note: currently, the right hand lane must exit at Buckman 
Road and vehicles currently trying to move out of that lane add to 
the congestion at the three intersections: Sherwood Hall Lane, 
Ladsen Lane and Buckman Road/Route 235).  
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Westgrove Dog Park,  Speaker  Steve Nixon on behalf of the 
group named PACK or Pumphouse Access for Canine Kindness. 
 
Along Fort Hunt, there are no places for dogs to run off-leash, and 
for those of us with energetic dogs, an off-leash dog area is desired 
so that our dogs get more exercise than a walk on a leash.  PACK 
members discovered Westgrove Park a few years ago with its 
paved track around a mowed field and fenced in property and 
thought it would be an excellent place to run their dogs off-leash.  
About six months ago, the police began ticketing park users under 
the leash law because their dogs were off-leash and the area was 
not designated an off-leash dog area. 
 
Supervisor Hyland supports their efforts, but the Fairfax County 
Park Authority needs to create a master plan for the park and this 
takes time.  PACK would like to have the Westgrove Park be con-
sidered an off-leash dog area in the interim.  Currently, one can 
walk their dog along the track as long as the dog is leashed.  While 
parking is limited at the gate to Westgrove Park, there is plenty of 
parking at Martha Washington Library and a trail along the 
Westside of Fort Hunt Road. PACK has provided a trash can and 
plastic baggies at Westgrove Park at the park. 
 
The transportation committee is sympathetic to their cause, but 
there are no traffic problems and thus, there is no transportation 
issue. 
 
Old Business - Visioning Task Force (VTF)    
After Supervisor Hyland’s Town Hall Meeting on February 5, 2011, 
the public at large was invited to comment on the VTF’s reports.  
The VTF Transportation committee lists 5 priority issues:  
1.  Rail down US Route 1;     2.  Eastern Bypass (committee 
seemed to feel that the bypass would occur outside the Mt. Vernon 
District and that the VTF should focus on projects in the Mt. Vernon 
District);  3. Funding for construction;  4.  Funding for  maintenance 
and 5. Funding- Transportation Impact Fee. 
 
The consensus of the committee was that transportation and land 
use issues should be combined so that each issue considers the 
other.  A suggestion was made to invite VDOT to a transportation 
committee and give update on their planning methods.  Discussion/
arguments followed and the Transportation Chair will send e-mail 
link to VTF on Supervisor Hyland’s website so that committee 
members can provide VTF comments.  
The key issue:  US Route1 should be developed into a multi-nodal 
corridor, as set forth in the comprehensive plan. 
 
New business: 

a. The INOVA hospital expansion is moving forward.  But, at 
this time the 527 plan regarding traffic has not been  
completed.  Need to keep this project in mind. 

b. One committee member complained about being stuck in 
traffic for 4 hours in front of a VDOT building as a result of 
the January 26, 2011 snow storm. 

Question:  Does the COSTCO’s proposed plan conform to the  
Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan, which shows the right of way 
for the highway as 186 feet? 
 
Answer:  unsure, he will find out the actual numbers and send an e
-mail to the transportation committee chair. 
 
The Gums Springs representative raised concerns about Gums 
Springs residents being able to access their homes off of Napper 
Road and to get on US Route 1 from Napper Road.  While the 
Ladsen Lane intersection is at LOS E, there are no plans to  
improve this area of US Route 1 and hopefully, after vehicles learn 
how to get into COSTCO there will not be backups to Route 235. 
 
David Gill explained reasons why COSTCO is interesting in  
investing at this particular location: 

 Costco has 20,000 members within 5 miles of this loca-
tion. 

 Proposed store will have 136,000 square feet of retail, no 
gas pumps, about the same size as Newington Costco. 

 
Question regarding VDOT recommendations for transportation 
infrastructure improvements: Is COSTCO making all of the  
recommendations and if not, why not. 
 
Answer:  Unclear as to what the VDOT recommendation were, but 
at Ladsen Lane, there will be only a single dedicated left turn into 
the store and at Sherwood Hall Lane, there will be two dedicated 
left hand turn lanes about 200 feet long.  Thus, vehicles coming 
from the south will have to learn that they should turn north of the 
COSTCO at the Sherwood Hall Lane light, as this is where a queue 
for about 40 cars will be located.  The Ladsen Lane dedicated lane 
will be shorter (the lane would interfere with the US Route 1/Route 
235/Buckman Road intersection). 
 
Question about environmental considerations: 
  
Answer:    The surface parking lot will be designed so that water 
from storms will drain to plantings around trees planted in the park-
ing lot and along edges of property so that the storm water drains 
to a nearby creek.  The building is environmentally friendly, using 
heat produced by the refrigerators to heat water, using skylights to 
cut daytime lights. 
 
Question concerning pedestrian considerations: 
 
Answer:  Costco does not get many pedestrian customers, but 
there will be sidewalks around building.   Since a bus stop is 
planned in front of COSTCO, it was requested that a crosswalk 
with illuminated paint be installed.  David Gill mentioned that  
Supervisor McKay has requested a center island in the middle of 
US Route 1 and it appeared COSTCO was going to build the  
pedestrian island, as well as a crosswalk and pedestrian obstruc-
tions (so they cross only at the designated area).  
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c. Riverside Gardens has some residents that want a STOP 
sign.  What is the procedure and do residents directly af-
fected by the STOP sign have the ability to stop the STOP 
sign.  A committee member who recently went through this  
process explained how it is done and that all residents 
surrounding the STOP sign must agree. 

 
ADJOURNED 
The next Transportation Committee meeting will be on March 7, 
2011 in the library of the Walt Whitman Middle School beginning at 
8PM. 
 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AFFORDABLE 
AND WORKFORCE HOUSING  

 
The Committee held its monthly meeting on February 3, 2011, 7:30 
pm at the Mount Vernon District Government Center. The commu-
nity organizations represented at the meeting were: Hollin Hills, 
Mason Hill, Mt. Zephyr, Stratford Landing, Stratford on the  
Potomac Sec. IV, Waynewood,Woodley Hills Community Assn. 
and Woodley Hills Estates. Jaquelin Nunez of Exit Realty  
Associates joined the meeting at the Committee’s invitation.  
 
The chair briefed the Committee on the work of the Visioning Task 
Force, stating that a wider presentation of the Task Force recom-
mendations will be made at the Mount Vernon Annual Town Meet-
ing on February 5th, starting at 9 am. A report on the latest progress 
in the work to end homelessness showed that as of Jan. 21 the 
Housing Opportunities Support Teams (HOST) served 1,098  
persons  - 416 unique households. Since Jan. 1, 2011, 39 house-
holds with 117 individuals received assistance from the HOST  
system. Bob Trimble of Mason Hill commended the success of the 
concerted effort made by HOST and stressed that continues  
progress will depend on County-wide support.  
   
Jacquelin Nunez spoke about her experiences in looking at homes 
throughout the Mount Vernon District that had been put up for sale. 
The types of properties in the District ranged from the very modest 
to the very expensive. In some sales violations of zoning rules  
regarding the number of occupants were discovered and had to be 
reported. She related that there very many looking for a place to 
live but could not afford the rent or the required mortgage. Afford-
able housing is not available in sufficient numbers. 
 
The Committee received two documents in advance of the meeting 
– The Interim Report to Governor McDonnell on the Virginia Hous-
ing Policy Framework, Nov. 18, 2010 and the Recommendations of 
the Draft FY 2012 Housing Blueprint and Priorities recommenda-
tions of the Fairfax County Affordable Housing Advisory  
Committee. The Committee members decided to review the  
Virginia Housing Policy Framework and identify specific portions to 
monitor for progress. 
 

Committee Reports 
Committee members raised many questions regarding the pro-
gress on the development of the Residences at North Hill. This led 
to a decision to request an update from County representatives at 
an upcoming meeting. 
 

The following meetings of interest were noted: 
Community Forum on Homelessness – Feb. 16, 1-4 pm, Jubilee 
Christian Center, 4650 Shirley Gate Rd., Fairfax. 
Board of Supervisors Housing Meeting – March 1, 3 pm, Fairfax 
Govt. Ctr. Conf. Rooms 9&10. 
FC Affordable Housing Committee – March 25, 9:30 – 11 am, 
Fairfax Govt. Ctr. Conf. Rooms 4&5. 
 
The next Committee meeting is scheduled for February 24, 2011, 
7:30 pm at the Mount Vernon Government Center. 
 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON  
LONG RANGE STRATEGIC PLANNING  

 
The MVCCA Special Committee on Long Range Strategic Planning 
was scheduled to meet Monday February 14th however due to a 
Listening Tour stop that presented a scheduling conflict it will meet 
at it's regularly scheduled meeting time in March which will be 
March 14th at 7:30 pm at the Mount Vernon Governmental Center.  
Please contact Kahan Dhillon the Chair of the Committee either by 
e-mail at ksdjr@regentcompany.com or by phone at 703-768-8437 
with any questions or to schedule a Listening Tour stop for your 
Community. 
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E&R-2011-002:  RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CONSIDERA-
TION OF DISTRIBUTED ANTENNA SYSTEMS AS PART OF 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
1.  WHEREAS the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors has 
called upon the Fairfax County Planning Commission to review 
application procedures for telecommunication facilities; and 
 
2.  WHEREAS the Fairfax County Planning Commission has 
established a special committee to review the Fairfax County  
Government Planning and Zoning application process and  
procedures regarding telecommunication facilities; and 
 
3.  WHEREAS the 4th Circuit District Court has required,  
pursuant to its recently handed down decision in New Cingular 
Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T Mobility  v. Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, 1:2010cv00283 that telecommunications carriers 
evaluate the Distributed Antenna System alternative technology; 
and 
 
A.  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MOUNT VERNON 
COUNCIL OF CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATIONS that the Fairfax County 
Planning Commission establish as policy that before any  
application for a cell tower in a residential area in the Mount 
Vernon District is accepted for processing the application must 
include a Distributed Antenna System alternative. 
 
END: MVCCA RESOLUTION E&R-2011-002 

PLANNING & ZONING  
 
E&R-2011-001:  RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF  
CONSIDERATION OF DISTRIBUTED ANTENNA SYSTEMS 
 
1.  WHEREAS many areas of the Mount Vernon District are 
predominantly residentially zoned; and 
 
2.  WHEREAS many areas of the Mount Vernon District have 
historic character and buildings; and 
 
3.  WHEREAS cell towers placed in residential areas may have 
a detrimental affect on property values due to the visual impact; 
and 
 
4.  WHEREAS cell towers are generally not appropriate for 
residential areas unless the towers are adequately shielded and/or 
disguised; and 
 
5.  WHEREAS an alternative to cell phone towers known as the 
Distributed Antenna System (DAS) can be located on sites not 
suitable for towers due to the DAS technology’s flexible architec-
ture and ability to house base station equipment as far as 10 miles 
from node locations; and 
 
6.  WHEREAS the DAS technology can utilize a combination of 
existing utility poles, short DAS poles, and disguised antennas to 
provide adequate cell phone service coverage without negatively 
impacting the residential character, historic nature, and property 
values of the surrounding neighborhoods; and 
 
7.  WHEREAS the US District Court Eastern District of Virginia 
has required, pursuant to its recently handed down decision in New 
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T Mobility  v. Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, 1:2010cv00283 that telecommunications 
carriers, such as T-Mobile, evaluate the Distributed Antenna  
System alternative technology, as well as, alternative site locations; 
and 
 
A.  THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE MOUNT 
VERNON COUNCIL OF CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATIONS requires that 
before any application for a cell tower in a residential area in the 
Mount Vernon District is considered for support the applicant’s 
application must include a Distributed Antenna System as an  
alternative solution. 
 
END: MVCCA RESOLUTION E&R-2011-001 
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COMMITTEE CALENDAR 
 
MVCCA Board—Mar. 10, 7:30 pm, MVGC Supvrs Conf Rm  
 

Comm Date Time Place Chair 

AWH  2/24  7:30  MVGC  Jeszenszky 

BUDG  3/2 7:30  WWMS/PrinConf D. Voorhees 

COAF  3/1 7:30 Teleconference Cox 

*ED/BUD 2/24 7:30 MVGC Harbeck/Voorhees 

EDUC  3/2  8:00  WWMS/Library  Harbeck 

E&R  3/2  7:00  MVGC/Rm. 3 Martin 

**H/HS 3/1  7:30  IMVH/Rm. Engh Cleveland 

PL/Z  3/7  7:30  WWMS-LH  Dale 

PSAF  3/3 7:30 MVGC/Rm. 3 Shawkey 

LRSP  3/14 7:30 MVGC  Dhillon 

TRAN  3/7 8:00  WWMS/Library  C. Voorhees 

 

* Joint BUDG/EDUC meeting 

** See H/HS Report, page 6, for details on HHS meetings on  

Feb. 22, 24, and March 1. 

 

 

 
The Record (USPS 702-510, ISSN 1055-5986) is published 

monthly except August by the  
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations, P.O. Box 203,  

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, February 23, 8 p.m. 
Walt Whitman Middle School 
Jack Knowles Lecture Hall 
 

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes 
Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
Committee Reports 
Co-Chair’s Report on Board Actions 
 

Published Items and Resolutions 
 
New Business 

Member Association Representatives’ Time 
MV Supervisor’s Time 
Other Elected Representatives and Public Time 
 

Adjournment 


