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MVCCA COUNCIL MEETING 
December 21, 2011  8:00 p.m. 
Walt Whitman School, Jack Knowles Lecture Hall 
 
PRESIDING:  Co-chair Dave Plummer. 
ATTENDING:  Co-chairs David Plummer, Bob Reynolds; Co-chair 
elect Jim Davis 
Committee Chairs Louise Cleveland, Queenie Cox, David Dale, 
Judy Harbeck, John Jeszenszky, Betsy Martin, Catherine  
Voorhees, David Voorhees; Secretary Carol Coyle. 
Planning Commissioner Earl Flanagan.  
Representatives from: Collingwood on the Potomac, Hollin Hall, 
Mount Vernon Civic, New Gum Springs, River Towers, Riverside 
Estates, Southwood, Spring Bank, Stratford Landing, Stratford on 
the Potomac IV, Sulgrave Manor, Villamay, Waynewood,  
Wellington, Wellington Heights, Westgrove, Williamsburg Manor 
North, Woodley Hills. 

Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations Website:  www.mvcca.org 

MINUTES – Approved.  
TREASURER’S REPORT – Accepted. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Budget and Finance – No meeting this month. 
Consumer Affairs – See The Record.  Next meeting January 3 
telecon. 
Education – See The Record.  Next meeting January 4. 
Environment and Recreation – See The Record.  Next meeting 
January 4.   
Two Resolutions. 
Health and Human Services --- See The Record.  Next meeting 
January 3.   
January 21 Mental Health Awareness; see Council website/HHS 
committee. 
Planning and Zoning – See The Record.  Next meeting January 
9.  One resolution. 
Public Safety – See The Record.  Next meeting January 5.  
Transportation – See The Record.  Next meeting January 9.  One 
resolution. 
Affordable and Workforce Housing – See The Record.  No 
meeting yet scheduled. 
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation – Seminars on 
Transportation challenges in February.  An investor group is pro-
posing to redevelop the Fast Eddie‘s site and the surrounding  
areas into a mixed-use development. 

 

Announcements 
 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!  
Dues are due by January 1, 2012  

 
The membership application is available at  

http://www.mvcca.org/join.htm 
 

If you haven‘t yet paid, please get this done.  After February 
1st, if you haven‘t paid, you will not be allowed to vote at 
MVCCA meetings or to have a representative on any of 
MVCCA‘s committees. 

continued page 2... 
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GALA --- Gala will be held April 28, 6-9 p.m., at Laurel Hill Golf 
Club in Lorton.  Student of the Year application is available on the 
website; they need to be turned in to their career counselors by 
January 20.  Career counselors should have alerted the kids, but 
get the word out via your neighborhoods.  Voice will have an  
article. 
 
CO-CHAIR’ REPORT  
Reminder that dues for 2012 are due by January 1.  Co-chairs will 
send a listserve notice to presidents and treasurers. 
In the rewriting of the By-Laws, should we include an option for 
electronic voting (this can be implemented by the Co-chairs if  
warranted).  After brief discussion, voice vote was a definite ‗no.‘ 
 
RESOLUTIONS  
CA 2011-01  RESOLUTION ON OWNERSHIP OF BUILDING 
SEWER, MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 65-6-5  Purpose of the 
resolution is to advocate for transfer of responsibility for cost of 
repairing sewer under the public right-of-way to the County.  
 Approved  14-0. 
[It was noted that this will not change responsibility on private 
roads; HOAs should be advised of this.] 
 

Council Minutes 
E&R 2011-06  RESOLUTION ON NON-NATIVE INVASIVE 
PLANTS HARMING THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL 
PARKWAY  Some of the plants along the Parkway are not native 
to the area (English ivy, honeysuckle, etc.), and they are fast over-
taking the native species; this resolution requests that Congress 
approve funding to more agressively remove these invasive  
species.  Representative from Stratford Landing made a motion to 
table in order to solicit a formal position on this from the Park  
Service.  Committee Chair Betsy Martin explained that, because 
the Park Service is not allowed to lobby Congress, and because a 
formal statement could be construed as lobbying, they will not.  
However, Park Service rangers have conducted training sessions 
for the ―weed warriors‖ who have volunteered.   Approved 13-0. 
 
E&R 2011-07  RESOLUTION ON CRITERIA FOR LOCATING 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES IN PARKLAND   
Minor changes were approved. Approved 13-0. 
 
P&Z 2011-0   RESOLUTION TO CHANGE 2232 APPLICATION 
PROCESS This resolution proposes a separate process for  
approving cell phone coverage in residential areas. 
 Approved 13-0. 
 

  

Treasurer’s Report 
January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011 

 
Balance Available  $  10,195.93 
January 1, 2011 
 Actual Actual   
  Monthly YTD Budget  Variance 
 
Receipts 
 Dues-Current Members - $3,888.00 $4,000.00 $(112.00) 
 Dues—New Members - - 200.00 (200.00) 
 Gala Income - 4,365.00 6,000.00 (1,635.00) 
 MM Interest Income 0.21 2.40 -  
  Total Receipts $     0.21 $   8,255.40 $   10,200.00 $   (1,947.00) 
 
Disbursements 
 Administrative Exp - $250.85 $300.00 $49.15 
 Gala Expenses -  4,097.27   6,000.00 1,902.73 
 Gala Expenses-Spring 2012 - 300.00 - - 
 Insurance - 660.00 700.00 40.00 
 Outreach/Town Hall Meeting - 341.18 650.00  308.82 
 Public Safety—Mailings - - 100.00 100.00 
 Record Production 250.00 1,710.00 1,550.00 (160.00) 
 Student of the Year Stipends/Awards - 520.50 600.00 79.50 
 Web Site - - 300.00 300.00 
 Total Disbursements $     250.00 $   7,879.80 $   10,200.00 $   2,620.20 
 
Balance Available  $   10,571.53 
December 31, 2011 
 
Wachovia Checking $    5,567.31 
Wachovia Money Market bal 5,004.22 
Total Money Available $  10,571.53 

WWW.MVCCA.ORG 



BUDGET AND FINANCE  

  
 Minutes of the Budget and Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 
Walt Whitman Middle School 

 
Present:  David Voorhees (Committee Chair), Al Bornmann 
(MVCCA Co-chair), Hollin Hall Village,  Stratford on the Potomac, 
Sect. 4, Riverside Gardens, Waynewood, Williamsburg Manor, 
Mount Vernon Civic, Wellington. 
 
There was no speaker at this meeting.  The committee discussed 
the previous month‘s meeting presentation by Susan Datta of the  
Fairfax County Department of Management and Budget. Addition-
ally, the issue of whether to join with the Education Committee in 
presenting a resolution to the Council that would recommend that 
the Board of Supervisors set a budget ceiling when the County 
Executive‘s Advertised Budget is released that would allow for set-
ting the tax rate at an amount to fund an expected shortfall.   The 
committee did not reach a consensus on the issue.  Also discussed 
was last year‘s budget resolution and the current budget situation 
which may about the same as last year or worse depending on the 
outcome of the state budget. 
 
The next Budget and Finance committee meeting will be held  
February 8, 2012 at 7:30pm at the Library at Walt Whitman Middle 
School. This meeting will be a joint meeting with the Education 
Committee.  Suzan Quinn of Fairfax County Public Schools will 
present the proposed school budget for next year.  
 
 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS  
 
Consumer Affairs was unable to have the presentation on  
consumer utility issues by a member association because it lacked 
a quorum. 
  
The next scheduled teleconference meeting will be February 7th. 
  
 
 

EDUCATION  
 
The Education Committee met  twice in January 2012.  The first 
meeting took place at 8pm in the library of Whitman Middle School 
on January 4.  The second took place at 6pm on January 13, in 
Community Room 3 of the Mount Vernon Governmental Center.  
Representatives of Potomac Valley/Riverbend, Engleside, Hollin 
Hall, Wellington, Mt Zephyr, Mount Vernon Manor, Riverside  
Gardens, Newington Forest and Memorial Heights attended one or 
both meetings.  Co-chair Al Bornmann also attended both  
meetings. 
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TR 2011-03  TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE TO  
SUPPORT FORT BELVOIR 
VDOT has a 3 phase plan for widening of Route One.  Phase One 
has been implemented; Phase Two is funded; Phase Three (from 
Woodlawn to Buckman Road North) has yet to be planned or 
funded.  Amended to specify rail rapid transit.   
 Approved 13-0. 
 
MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS’ TIME 
Katherine Ward (Wellington) requested Council support for her 
association‘s request that Fairfax County Park Authority change 
Collingwood Park to Hulda Russell Collingwood Park.  Ms. Russell 
was the founder and first president of Wellington Civic Association 
and was instrumental in developing and maintaining the park.  She 
died on September 12, 2011.  
John Skudlarek (Mount Vernon Civic) announced that AFCEA  
provides scholarships for students in science, technology,  
engineering, and math.  Information is available at 
www.afceanova.org or contact john.skudlarek@afceanova.org 
Eleanor Quigley (Wellington Heights) introduced Kate          who 
came to see what Council does; she‘s interested in cell phone  
issues. 
Planning Commissioner Earl Flanagan (Riverside Estates)  
congratulated Council on its stand on cell towers in the neighbor-
hoods; as a result proposals for cell towers at St. James church 
and LaMond Park have been withdrawn and for Washington Mill 
ES have been abandoned.  Grosse Pointe, MI and Yonkers and 
Mount Vernon, NY have DAS-only telecommunications. 
Katherine Ward (Wellington) suggests that Council should have an 
historian. 
 
Thanks by acclamation to Dave Plummer who retires as co-chair. 
 

 —- Carol Coyle, Secretary  
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At the regular January 4 meeting the Committee exchanged some 
preliminary thoughts on the likely parameters of the upcoming 
FY2013 budget, based on presentations given by County Execu-
tive Griffin and Superintendent Dale to the Board of Supervisors on 
November 29, 2011.  Of particular interest were Griffin‘s state-
ments that he was considering a 5% increase ($80Million) in the 
School Transfer for inclusion in The County Advertised Budget  to 
be released on February 28, 2012, and that he expected to include 
a raise for County employees, but , while a revenue increase from 
property taxes was expected, there would be a $115Million shortfall 
with those inclusions and others using the FY2012 tax rate. 
 
The Committee was gratified that, after years of essentially flat 
transfers which did not address high enrollment growth during the 
period and required drastic program cuts and increased class size 
while salaries remained stagnant, the $80Million dollar increase 
was at least considered. 
 
At the same time, given significant and as yet unquantified  reduc-
tions in funding expected from state and federal sources, continued 
enrollment growth, and potentially catastrophic results of Gov. 
McDonnell‘s plan to shift costs of the mandatory Virginia Retire-
ment System completely to local jurisdictions, it is clear the 
$80Million would not go far.  Moreover, given the shortfall, other 
important County services would have to absorb more cuts and 
reductions to provide the increased school transfer if the tax rate 
remains at current levels or falls. 
 
Dr. Dale‘s FY2013 Budget was not scheduled to be released until 
January 12, 1012, so the parameters could not really be discussed 
except that the Committee reiterated  its support for a small teacher 
raise and continued step and for reducing class size, recognizing 
that both could probably  not be done in the same year. 
 
The Committee also discussed the perennial problem of the Adver-
tised Maximum Tax Rate, which the MVCCA has addressed in 
several resolutions.  Once the maximum rate is advertised by the 
Board of Supervisors, which   takes place before any public hear-
ings and this year on the same day as the County Executive‘s  
Proposed Budget, the eventual tax rate set for application cannot 
be higher than the advertised rate, although it can be lower (and 
usually is).  Setting the advertised rate arbitrarily low limits full  
discussion of all alternatives, deprives citizens of any meaningful 
ability to express views on the balance of taxes and services and, 
indeed, limits the flexibility of the Board to respond to citizen opin-
ion or to circumstances, particularly in a time, like this, where there 
remain large unknowns based on actions which may or may not be 
taken by state and federal authorities. 
 
The Committee considered that, at very least, the tax rate/funding 
discussion should begin with an advertised rate which if adopted 
would at a minimum fully fund both the County Executive‘s Novem-
ber proposals and the Superintendent‘s Proposed Budget.  As  
citizens express their opinions on tax levels, needs and funding 

levels, the Board of Supervisors can adjust the actual rate down-
ward from there to a rate appropriate in its best judgment. 
 
The Chair was directed to prepare a resolution to that effect,  
circulate it for review, and present it for a vote on January 13, 
2012.  The Resolution which was prepared and adopted by the 
Committee is printed elsewhere in this Record.  It is emphasized 
that the Resolution does not suggest or recommend adoption of a 
particular effective tax rate, nor funding levels, but only a starting 
point for discussion which does not artificially circumscribe debate. 
At the January 13 meeting, members also informally discussed the 
proposed school budget released the previous evening.  Priorities 
as noted on January 4 were reiterated along with a longstanding 
concern over the effectiveness Of FLES (Foreign Language in the 
Elementary School) and whether it should be continued at all let 
alone expanded, though the cost is relatively small.  It was  
although thought that it might be appropriate to consider a place-
holder for a possible independent or outside auditor position, pend-
ing further discussion of cost and parameters of inquiry.  The Chair 
may express these preliminary opinions at the School Board hear-
ings on January 30 and 31, 2012, or wait until the May hearing 
when funding specifics will be more clear and the County funding 
level  set. 
 
Next meeting:  NOTE CHANGE:  2/8/12; 7:30pm; Whitman MS 
locale to be announced:  Joint with the Budget Committee. 
 
Speaker:  Susan Quinn, FCPS chief financial officer, presenting the 
Proposed Budget. 
 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION  

 
The committee met 4 January 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in room 3, Mount 
Vernon Government Center.  Attending were Betsy Martin (chair), 
Jim Davis (MVCCA Co-chair), Collingwood-on-the-Potomac, Hollin 
Hills, Montebello, Mount Zephyr, Newington Forest, Potomac  
Valley - Riverbend, River Towers, Spring Bank, Stratford Landing, 
Sulgrave Manor, Tauxemont, Wessynton, Westgrove, and  
Williamsburg Manor.  
 
Fairfax County Park Authority’s Invasive Management Area 
(IMA) program.  Erin Stockshlaeder (Fairfax County Park Authority 
naturalist) described the county‘s IMA program, for which she is 
coordinator.  Non-native plants (introduced into the U. S. after  
colonial times) may become invasive when they escape and form a 
monoculture, due to their ability to reproduce quickly, produce a lot 
of seeds, and in other ways outcompete and replace native plants.  
She discussed several invasive plants, e.g., annual Japanese stilt-
grass; English ivy (which does not reproduce unless it grows up 
vertically, so it‘s important to prevent it from growing up trees); 
Japanese barberry.  The IMA program was established in 2006, 
and works on 40 sites, including sites in Huntley Meadows, White 
Oak Park, Woodley Hills Park, and Paul Spring Park.  Citizens may 
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nominate sites to become IMA sites; to be accepted there must be 
a volunteer willing to commit to serve as the site sponsor/leader for 
three years.  Ms. Stockshlaeder is the only county staff person who 
works on invasive plants, and almost all of the work is done by 
volunteers (there were over 1,000 in 2011). 
 
In response to a question about whether the FCPA identifies sites 
for restoration, Ms. Stockshlaeder said FCPA is trying to conduct 
surveys on as much of its 23,000 acres of parkland as possible.  
They score parcels on biodiversity, presence of invasives, and 
cultural criteria to identify parcels for habitat restoration.  Another 
questioner asked about relations with neighbors, and whether 
FCPA could require people to e.g., remove English ivy when it is 
invading parkland, or whether there are restrictions on planting 
invasive plants.  She said they have to work with neighbors care-
fully and cooperatively, and can‘t require them to remove ivy.  
There are very few restrictions on buying or planting invasive 
plants, except it is illegal to sell or plant plants federally listed as 
noxious weeds, and homeowners can be compelled to remove 
those plants.  (Most plants on that list showed up in crop fields so 
were a threat to agriculture.)  Another member asked whether the 
program takes into account the effect of invasive plants on histori-
cal structures.  Ms. Stockshlaeder said the IMA program is exclu-
sively focused on the effects on natural resources. 
 
For information about invasive plants, check the Virginia Native 
Plant Society‘s List of Invasive Landscape Plants www.vnps.org/
sites/default/files/LndscpInvasiveList.pdf and Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation, Invasive Alien Plants of Virginia 
www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/invspinfo.shtml 
 
For more information on native plants, check Virginia Native Plant 
Society, Growing Natives www.vnps.org/content/growing-natives 
and www.vnps.org/content/brochures (includes Native Alternatives 
to English Ivy) and Virginia Department of Conservation and  
Recreation, Native Plants for Conservation, Restoration, and Land-
scaping www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/nativeplants.shtml 

 
Weed Warrior Activities and Planned Workshop on Invasives/
Natives.  The Mount Vernon Weed Warriors have finished cutting 
the bamboo patch at the turnout ½ mile north of Morningside—
thanks to all who have participated!  Ivy, bamboo, and other  
invasive plants overwhelming natural areas beside the parkway 
frequently spread from adjacent yards.  To help address this  
problem, and to introduce residents to landscaping with native 
plants, a workshop on invasive and native plants is being planned 
for March 24th in collaboration with Audubon Society of Northern 
Virginia and the National Park Service.  We will publicize the work-
shop to Mount Vernon residents, especially those living in 
neighborhoods adjoining the GW Memorial Parkway, through our 
newsletters and other ways.  All the associations represented in 
the meeting have newsletters (most monthly) except River Towers, 
Spring Bank, Westgrove, and Williamsburg Manor; the latter two 
use listserve and/or a community website. 
 

E&R members will be asked to place articles publicizing the work-
shop in their association newsletters.  We also discussed the value 
of using the MVCCA website to disseminate information, for exam-
ple, by posting articles about pertinent topics on the E&R page to 
be downloaded for publication in neighborhood newsletters. 
 
Planning for Earth Day. Few committee members volunteered to 
help plan this year‘s Earth Day event.  One member commented 
that the planned workshop on invasive and native plants seems 
more worthwhile and focused on E&R‘s mission. Friends of Dyke 
Marsh plan to repeat last year‘s popular raptor demonstration, and 
perhaps other demonstrations might be conducted in conjunction 
with that.  Without more enthusiastic volunteer support from the 
committee, the planned Earth Day celebration will be curtailed or 
eliminated. 
 
Upcoming events 

¶ Jan. 17, 7:30 pm, public hearing on the Environment, Environ-
mental Quality Advisory Council, Fairfax County Government 
Center (remote testimony at South County Government  
Center). 
 

¶ Jan. 22, 2-4 pm, Potomac Overlook Regional Park Nature 
Center, north Arlington: ―Beyond Coal—Cleaner Energy, a 
Cleaner Environment.‖ Call 703-528-5406 to RSVP. 
 

¶ Jan. 30:  deadline for application to the Virginia Master  
Naturalist Program.  Training will be held Thursday nights, 
March 1- May 24 at Huntley Meadows Park Visitor Center.  
See www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/fairfax.html for informa-
tion and application form. 
 

¶ Feb. 18, 1-3 pm:  nature walk at Dyke Marsh Wildlife  
Preserve, sponsored by Friends of Dyke Marsh. 
 

¶ March 7, 7:30 pm, Huntley Meadows Park Visitor Center, 
Friends of Dyke Marsh program, ―Big Trees all Around Us.‖ 

 
The next meeting will be February 1, and Lily Whitesell (Northern 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District) will give a presenta-
tion on ―Reducing Litter in Fairfax County.‖ 
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support that will prepare them to attain an excellent education and 
be successful in college and career.‖ 
 
Ms. Bylykbashi explained that the pilot is ―place-based‖ within the 
Mount Vernon High School pyramid (including neighborhoods that 
feed into 3 elementary schools—Woodlawn, Mount Vernon Woods, 
and Riverside—and into Whitman Middle School and Mount 
Vernon High School).  It is not a County-wide ―program‖ or 
―Initiative,‖ and it is not located in a single agency or organization.  
Rather, it is a collaborative effort that draws on school, families, 
and community services, plans coordinated steps forward, and 
then measures success/failure, in an effort to learn what is working, 
and what is not, in a particular setting.  The aim is to reach four 
overarching results: all children are prepared for school entry; all 
children and youth succeed in school; all youth graduate from high 
school and succeed in post-secondary/career; and family and 
neighborhoods support the healthy development, academic  
success, and well-being of their children. 
 
An example of a public school/County/community partnership in 
support of the Opportunity Neighborhoods vision (and its proven 
strategies) is the pilot project that began in November in the Mount 
Vernon High School pyramid.  School and County social workers, 
in tandem with other school staff, identify siblings in a family who 
are showing signs of poor attendance and achievement, determine 
the actual circumstances that are obstacles, and —together with 
community service providers and the families— explore available 
services that may open a path to success. Social workers from the 
County are available in a modular Learning Cottage" on the 
grounds of Mount Vernon High School that provides easy access 

for family members and a location for collaborative team meetings. 

Ms. Bylykbashi emphasized that the ―Opportunity Neighborhoods: 
Mount Vernon‖ effort is new and seeking input and resources that 
will work best in this setting.  The planning philosophy is to try out 
ideas, measure the results, and ask for meaningful community 
engagement.  At each step, the effort will need to seek resources 
—funding and volunteers— from business and community  

partners. 

Mr. Tucker connected the aims of this project with the data from the 
annual Youth Survey that is teaching us more, each year, about 
―risk factors‖ and ―protective factors‖ for youth in our schools.  To 
learn more, he called attention to the Jan. 24 meeting at West  
Potomac High School, described below in events.    
 
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
John Jeszenszky  announced in December 2011 that he would be 
retiring as Chairman of the MVCCA Special Committee for Afford-
able and Workforce Housing.  He will however continue to keep in 
contact with organizations working to increase the availability of 
housing and to keep informed on the issues.  For the HHS Commit-
tee, he provided a concise update on the Bridging Affordability 
Program that awarded nearly $4 million, in FY 2011, to a collabora-

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES  
 
On January 3, 2012, the Health and Human Services (HHS)  
Committee began the new year with an update on the status of 
affordable and workforce housing in Fairfax County and a briefing 
on the pilot framework for ―Opportunity Neighborhoods—Mount 
Vernon.‖  In addition, representatives were urged to spread the 
word about two new opportunities, in our area, for training in effec-
tive ―Mental Health First Response‖ and ―Mental Health First Aid.‖ 
 

Our invited guest resources were: John Jeszenszky, with an  
update on affordable and workforce housing issues; Lloyd Tucker, 
Regional Manager for Human Services Region I, Fairfax County 
Dept. of Neighborhood and Community Services; and Andrea 
Bylykbashi,  project manager for Opportunity Neighborhoods: 
Mount Vernon, a planning philosophy for educational success that 
Fairfax County and the FC Public Schools are piloting in the Mount 
Vernon High School pyramid. 
  
The following 7 MVCCA members were represented: Belle Haven 
Terrace, Collingwood on Potomac, Stratford Landing, Stratford on 
Potomac-Sec. 4, Sulgrave Manor, Waynewood, and Wellington. In 
addition, the representative from Pinewood Lake (recently redis-
tricted into Lee) continues as a nonvoting participant, and MVCCA 
Co-chair Jim Davis also participated. HHS Chair Louise Cleveland 
moderated the discussion.   
 
“OPPORTUNITY NEIGHBORHOODS: MOUNT VERNON” 
Lloyd Tucker explained that Mount Vernon has been selected as 
the pilot site for a visionary effort and introduced the manager,  
Andrea Bylykbashi. Opportunity Neighborhoods: Mount Vernon is a 
vision or  philosophical ―framework,‖ rather than a ―project or  
program,‖ she explained. It is an effort to ensure educational  
success and positive outcomes for children, through a collaborative 
approach, with involvement of schools, county, and community 
partners (such as residents, nonprofits, faith-based communities,  
businesses, and others).  Many people have heard of the cradle to 
college to career approach of community support for the aspira-
tions of children that began ten years ago in a 10-block site in New 
York City named ―the Harlem Children‘s Zone.‖  That model has 
expanded to nearly 100 blocks in Harlem and its success has in-
spired a  nationally publicized competition for U.S. Dept. of Educa-
tion grants to other local communities. Though Fairfax County ap-
plied, these grants have gone to communities that could demon-
strate greater economic need.  Nevertheless, the Fairfax applica-
tion attracted interest and seed money from Capitol One.  
Neighborhoods within the Mount Vernon High School pyramid have 
been selected for a pilot, in an effort to plant the vision here and, 
once good results are established, scale up to include more 
neighborhoods.   
 
The vision is to build community expectation that ―every child grow-
ing up in an Opportunity Neighborhood should have access to  
effective schools and strong systems of family and community  
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As the HHS Committee reported in December, in the Record and 
via the MVCCA List/Serve, the CSB has developed a free 3-hour 
introductory forum especially for general public audiences in Fair-
fax County, to raise personal and community understanding of 
mental health emergencies and of appropriate, effective ways that 
individuals and local resources can respond.  Since this free forum 
will debut in our area on January 21 (see contact info below, in 
Events), we request that MVCCA members help spread the word 
among neighborhoods and communities that may be interested.  
More information and a printable flyer are available online at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb. This forum will also be able to provide 
information on how to schedule a full 12-hour training (with 3-year 
certification) known internationally as ―Mental Health First Aid‖ for 
interested groups in our area during the coming year.   
 
HUMAN SERVICES EVENTS IN JAN/FEB/MARCH 2012 
Saturday, January 21, 9 AM-Noon, Mental Health First  
Response—a 3-hour forum especially developed by the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services Board to raise public awareness 
of effective ways to recognize and respond to mental health and 
substance abuse emergencies among youth and adults—will debut 
in our area at Emmanuel Baptist Church, just off Route One (3801 
Buckman Road, zip 22309), free, with pre-registration requested 
(though NOT required) for planning purposes.   For ADA accommo-
dations, or to pre-register, please contact Ann Bahr at 703-324-
7010, TTY 711, or by email at ann.bahr@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
Tuesday, January 24, 6:30-8:30 PM, Results of the Fairfax 
County Youth Survey, 2010-2011, are presented at West  
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander Road, 22307.  Learn what 
the youth are telling us, what protects our youth, and what the 
County‘s Prevention Toolkit has to offer.   
 
Tuesday, January 31, 7 PM, Southeast Health Planning Task 
Force meets at the Mount Vernon Governmental Center for a quar-
terly update on issues related to expanding Inova Mount Vernon 
Hospital and building the Inova HealthPlex at Lorton, in 2012. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 9:15 AM to 1 PM, the annual Mount Vernon 
Town Meeting convenes in the ―Little Theatre‖ at Mount Vernon 
High School.  Exhibits--including those of nonprofit human services 
organizations--are open from 7:45-10 AM in the school cafeteria.   
 
Tuesday, February 7, 7:30 PM, MVCCA Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee meets on issues of continuing concern and  
prepares for the public review of the Fairfax County Fiscal Year 
2012 Budget Plan, to be proposed Tuesday, Feb. 28 (presentation 
to the Board of Supervisors via Cox Cable Channel 16, with imme-
diate publication on the county web site www.fairfaxcounty.gov).  
(Members will schedule ad hoc meetings immediately after Feb. 
28, e.g. Saturday AM, March 3, to receive detailed  information on 
the projected impact on services and to rough-draft a response.) 
 
 
 

tive of nine nonprofits that will provide rental subsidies and suppor-
tive services to 375 households over a 3-year period, with 30% of 
the funds going to those that are CSB-service eligible or with physi-
cal or sensory disabilities.  (Three of the nine nonprofits are based 
in our area.) The year-end report on the Housing Blueprint (the 
strategy approved by the Board of Supervisors, since 2010) shows 
184 new units now ―on-line,‖ ranging from senior housing and 
group homes to workforce housing units available for affordable 
home ownership. Locally, renovation of Mondloch House is sched-
uled to begin now and will yield 20 affordable single occupancy 
units.   
 
Mr. Jeszenszky noted that 184 units is a very modest contribution, 
given the goals of ending homelessness over a decade of year-by-
year steps and of expanding the supply of housing affordable for 
the workforce. Meanwhile, it is impossible to ignore the increasing 
problem of families pushed into instability and risk of losing their 
homes. Since the largest source of housing funding (federal) has 
declined and seems certain to shrink further next year, since the 
Governor announced a Housing trust fund but declined to fund it, 
and since the public interest and pressure on the Supervisors to 
support County funding also seems to be declining, we need to 
seek ways to keep our state and local elected representatives  
engaged.  We should not forget that every study of the economic 
health and transportation issues of this ―commuter and job-rich‖ 
county points to the need for more of our workforce to be able to 
find housing closer to work.  In addition, we should realize that 
affordable units for those working here translate into greater stabil-
ity and cohesion in communities and schools. 
 
In response to a question about why the County does not purchase 
foreclosed homes to make them available to workforce households, 
Jeszenszky noted that the County Housing department was cut so 
much in the last Budget Plan that it is outpaced and outbid by  
developers.  Housing near locations with jobs is particularly in  
demand.  
 
Jeszenszky has offered to report to the HHS Committee again, in 
February, on outcomes from the Jan. 23 meeting of the Fairfax 
County Advisory Committee on Affordable Housing, where plan-
ning for the coming year in the current fiscal climate is expected to 
be on the agenda.  
 
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST RESPONSE 
The Community Services Board points out that the incidence of 
serious treatable mental illness impacts roughly 1 family in 4, and 
we are more likely to encounter a person experiencing a mental 
health crisis than we are a person having a heart attack or stroke.  
Just as people train for first aid and CPR, we can learn the basics 
of what to do, and not do, and what resources are available when 
we encounter someone in crisis. One person‘s informed action can 
save a life. 
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residential over first floor retail on approximately 4 acres.  The  
proposal will include an urban design consistent with the redevel-
opment objectives of the Richmond Highway Corridor and the 
Commercial Revitalization District.‖  The project calls for residential 
over ground level retail.  The approval involves several 
steps.  First, an Out-of-Turn Comprehensive Plan amendment 
(OTPA) needs to be adopted, then the rezoning and development 
plan need approval.  The Plan currently recommends low-rise  
office use up to .35 FAR and retail up to 0.5 FAR; it needs to  
include an option for mix use development.  The response of the 
Committee members to the concept presented by the developer 
was positive overall and the Committee will consider the project at 
a later date when the developer returns as an applicant in the 
OTPA process. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25pm. The next meeting is Monday, 
February 6, 2012, at 7:30pm in the Jack Knowles Lecture Hall of 
Whitman Middle School. 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY  

 
Associations represented: Collingwood on Potomac, Mount 
Vernon, Mt. Vernon Manor, Mt. Zephyr, Riverside Estates,  
Riverside Gardens, Stratford on the Potomac Sect. IV, and  
Waynewood. We were joined by Co-chair Al Bornmann. 
 
Old Business 
The chair opened with a short discussion about the progress on 
clarifying the issue of providing food and water to residents in the 
event of a catastrophe wherein residents will have to depend on 
Fairfax County resources. It has been learned that schools do not 
have stores in reserve to provide food and water to nearby resi-
dents. They would have to be brought to the schools where the 
supplies are needed for distribution. This contradicts what the com-
mittee understood from its discussion with representatives from the 
Office of Emergency Management and the Fairfax County Health 
Department. The chair will investigate the issue further to better 
understand what is envisioned. 
The chair also advised that it appears that the findings and recom-
mendations of the MVCCA‘s Special Committee on Long Range 
Strategic Planning will not be available for Public Safety Committee 
review in either January or February. 
 
New Business 
The chair provided copies of the Police Department report on DWI 
arrests in December 2011. Police officers arrested 358 drunk driv-
ers as part on the Safe December 2011 effort. Of those arrested 
the majority (150) were young adults between the ages of 21 and 
29. Further analysis determined that 28 were between the ages of 
15 and 20, 82 were 30 to 39, 55 were 40 to 49, and 43 were 50 or 
older. During December 2010, they made 217 DWI arrests. Clearly, 
as they stated, the Police need to continue to aggressively pursue 
violators. 

Tuesday, March 6, 7:30 PM, MVCCA Health and Human  
Services Committee meets to consider and vote on a resolution 
responding to the County Budget Plan as it impacts the delivery of 
human services, for MVCCA General Council consideration March 
28. 
 
Please note that MVCCA Health and Human Services Commit-
tee monthly meetings for 2012 are now scheduled, at 7:30 PM in 
the Engh Room at Inova Mount Vernon Hospital, 2nd floor,  
YELLOW entrance and parking, monthly on the first Tuesday (with 
a few variations):  January 3, February 7, March 6, April 3, May 
1, June 5, July 10 (2nd Tuesday), August--no meeting, Sept. 4, 
October 2, Oct. 30 (in place of Nov. 6 Election Day), Dec. 4. 
 
Please consult www.mvcca.org for the MVCCA RECORD  
archive of monthly committee reports and the HHS Committee 
page for a summary of our monthly HHS Reports in 2010-2011. 
The December 2011 RECORD, pages 5-7, details 11 areas of  
concern for attention in 2012 and requests your comments and 
questions. All MVCCA meetings are open to the public. The HHS 
Committee welcomes your participation. 
 
 

PLANNING & ZONING  
 

Minutes of the January 9, 2012  
Planning & Zoning Committee meeting 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm and was attended by 
representatives from the following associations: Collingwood 
Springs, Engleside, Hollin Hall, Hollin Hills, Huntington Community 
Association, Huntington Club, Mount Vernon Civic, Newington  
Forest, Riverside Estates, Sulgrave Manor, Wellington, William H 
Randall, and Williamsburg Manor North. There was one Special 
Exception case and an information-only presentation for an Out of 
Turn Planning Amendment (OTPA). 

 
The Special Exception case was for New Alexandria - 6414 13th 
street - Special Exception for fill in the flood plain.  From the  
applicant:  ―the existing house and improvements on the lot are to 
be removed and a new house constructed.  This project will require 
some fill within the 100-year floodplain and require a special  
exception.‖  Changes to the Fairfax County codes since original 
construction set new minimum height above the flood plain require-
ments and some amount of fill will be required for practically any 
redevelopment of properties in New Alexandria.  The Committee 
opted to defer any action on this request until the County Staff Re-
port is published at the end of January.  The issue will be  
discussed and moved at the February P&Z Committee meeting. 
 
The OTPA case was for The Grande at Huntington - a partnership 
has formed to redevelop the parcel on the north side of Kings 
Crossing between Richmond Highway (RH) and North Kings High-
way (NKH).  The property addresses are 6220 RH, 6228 RH, and 
6117 NKH.  From the applicant:  ―a development of multi-family 
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HAZMAT Mobile Command Post 
Our presenter for the evening was Capt. John Morris of the Fire 
and Rescue Department. He brought a HAZMAT mobile command 
post and a fire engine from Fire Station #38 to support it. They 
were parked in front of the Mount Vernon Governmental Center so 
that committee members could go inside to see how they are 
equipped and operated. Capt. Morris began with an informational 
presentation in Community Rm. #3 before that so that we would 
have a better understanding of what we would be seeing. There 
are actually two HAZMAT Mobile Command Posts. The larger one, 
normally at Fire Station #30, is currently away undergoing mainte-
nance and updating. The two normally work in tandem with the one 
we will see primarily providing communications support. It is 
manned by fire station personnel who have received appropriate 
training to operate and maintain it and its equipment. It has satellite 
support for communications, live pictures, and weather. The  
command post has television capabilities that allow it to send and 
receive live television and photography. It has capabilities to be on 
as many as ten or more different radio waves. In addition it has 
several fax machines and printers. There are about six desks for 
use inside. They have laptops for each. 
 
The HAZMAT Mobile Command Posts are not sent to support fire 
or other incidents that can be handled by a regular fire station  
personnel and equipment within a short time. Rather, they are  
intended for use in large incidents that will require large numbers of 
personnel and equipment over a significant period of time. The 
command post is sent to a nearby site and set up to coordinate and 
support bringing the incident under control and begin repairs and 
clean up. 
 
The incident he discussed was supporting the efforts to save lives, 
homes, vehicles, and belongings during the floods in Huntington 
several years ago. The HAZMAT Mobile 
Command Posts were brought to Huntington where they were set 
up and remained until the flooding cleanup was in progress. From 
them, the Battalion Chiefs directed the effort. They were able to 
see and respond to the flooding to best minimize the damage. 
 
As there is somewhat limited space committee members inspected 
the Post in groups of about five. As there were about five fire  
personnel in it, there was a need to keep the number of people on 
the Post to about ten for ease of moving around inside. It was a 
very interesting and worthwhile tour for committee members. 
 
February Meeting  
Our February meeting will be begin at 7:30 pm Thursday, February 
2, 2012 in Community Rm. #3 in the Mount Vernon Governmental 
Center. 
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The MVCCA Transportation Committee met on Monday, January 9, 
2012 in the library of the Walt Whitman Middle School.  Catherine 
Voorhees chaired the meeting.  Attending were our guest speaker 
and 3 members of the Washington Area Bicycle Association 
(WABA), the Mt. Vernon Transportation Commissioner, an inter-
ested citizen, and representatives of 16 member citizen associa-
tions (Hollin Hall Village, Huntington, Montebello, Mount Vernon 
Civic, Mount Vernon on the Potomac, Mount Vernon Terrace, 
Mount Zephyr, Potomac Valley-Riverbend Estates, Riverside  
Estates, Riverside Gardens, Southwood, Tauxemont, Waynewood, 
Wessynton, Williamsburg Manor North and Woodley Hills). 
 
The December 2011 minutes of the Transportation Committee as 
printed in The Record were approved. 
 
Guest Speaker: Bruce Wright for Shane Farthing of WABA 
Since Shane Farthing, executive director of the WABA was unable 
to attend, Bruce Wright, chairman for Fairfax Advocates for Better 
Bicycling and a WABA Board member discussed bicyclists‘  
positions on the prohibition of bicycles on the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway (GW Parkway). 
 
1. Bicycles are allowed on almost all of the roads in the Com-

monwealth of Virginia, except for Interstates (where the traffic 
speeds are more than 3.5x an average bicyclist‘s speed, e.g., 
15 mph) and the GW Parkway from the mansion to the Belt-
way. 

2. Between the City of Alexandria and the Mt. Vernon mansion, 
posted traffic speeds are relatively slow (from 25 mph to 35 
mph to 45 mph) and thus, the speed differential between  
motorist and cyclist is similar to that between bicyclist and 
pedestrian in some stretches. 

3. Most bicyclists would not want to use the GW Parkway during 
rush hour traffic.  It is too dangerous. 

4. The Rock Creek Parkway that is administered by the National 
Park Service is open to bicycles on the weekends, and WABA 
would be interested in allowing bicycles on the GW Parkway 
from Old Town south to the mansion. 

 
History behind the no bicycle signage on the GW Parkway 
In the originating documentation for the GW Parkway, a discretion-
ary rule that could prohibit bicycles existed.  Within the last two 
years, there was a fatality as a result of a bicycle/motor vehicle 
collision on the GW Parkway (location is unknown).  The National 
Park Service discovered the rule under the discretionary authority 
of the GW Parkway Supervisor and decided to post signage prohib-
iting bicycles on the GW Parkway last fall. 
 
Question: Where are cyclists going to ride? 
Answer: Bikes are legally allowed on all US highways except  
Interstates where bicycles are specifically restricted.  It is legal to 
ride a bicycle on US Route 1.  
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Question: How about use bicycles on Fort Hunt Park road, which is 
a 1.1 mile loop with one way traffic (unlike the Mt. Vernon Bike 
Trail)? 
Answer: Other foot traffic exists and there is a 15 mph limit is too 
slow for experienced road bicyclists.  Experienced cyclists tend to 
go on trips over 50 miles or 100 miles in one outing and even those 
that go on 10 mile bike trips would not want a repetitive loop. 
 
The bicyclists would like to see a compromise so that the GW Park-
way is open for a few days.  It was noted that the GW Parkway is 
closed for a marathon for a running race at least once a year; per-
haps, bicyclist could have some closure time.  Other cities (e.g. 
New York City) close off four lane roads for bikes at special times. 
 
Huntington Transportation Committee member: the Park Service 
will not do anything without community support, but with it they will 
entertain ideas for changes.  
 
Question: Will the National Park Service come to a transportation 
committee meeting? 
Yes, they have come on other issues in the past. 
 
The Chair noted that your US Congressman should be involved as 
the National Park Service answers to Congress.  
 
History note: before the Mt. Vernon Bike Trail was built, one lane of 
the road was set off via cones for bikes on weekends. 
In summary for moving forward: The bike groups (WABA) should 
draft a proposal (resolution) to the transportation committee for a 
window of time which bicycles can legally ride on the GW Parkway.  
The resolution will be discussed at our next meeting. 
Don't ask for too much (the MVCCA will have questions and may 
not support the resolution) The ultimate resolution should be joint 
(WABA, FABA, transportation/public safety and the MVCCA) 
Plus, the GW Parkway Supervisor will be invited to the February 
meeting so that we will know what the traffic counts are on the per-
tinent sections of the GW Parkway. 
 
Old Business 
a) The ten years of transportation committee resolutions on US 
Route 1 were sent in a folder to US, VA, and Fairfax County 
elected officials and appropriate authorities. 
 
b) Mt. Vernon Library update 
Preparation for construction is underway. Lots of trees came down, 
but a Transportation Committee member who is a docent at the Mt. 
Vernon Estate said it was his understanding that Mt. Vernon would 
be planting more trees after the work was completed. 
 
c) Mulligan Road update 
The losing bidder appeal was handled and work is about to  
proceed. 
 
 

The bike path is adequate for cyclists that commute to work in the 
morning, as not too many runners, walkers with or without dogs or 
baby strollers and children are on the bike path in the early morn-
ing.  But, the bike path is inadequate for the commute home in 
warmer weather as these other users are difficult to predict.  The 
bike trail has a speed limit of 15 mph and experienced road cyclists 
tend to move at faster speeds.  Thus, the bike trail is not the best 
for these types of users, especially on weekends when the trail is 
crowded. 
 
In Fairfax County, the Old Dominion railroad bike trail that was built 
in the mid 80‘s is too crowded with other traffic, pedestrians, dog 
walkers, baby strollers, children on skates, etc.   
 
The GW Parkway has relatively straight and flat sections of road 
without traffic lights that would be perfect for bikes except in rush 
hours and except that it became illegal when the signs were 
posted.  While the prohibition on bicycles was mentioned as not 
being enforced, members indicated that speeding cars are a bigger 
problem on the GW Parkway and if the speeding cars were held in 
check the section from the City of Alexandria to Belle View  
Boulevard would have cars moving at 25 mph and 35 mph.  
 
A WABA member that commutes via bicycle mentioned that  
crossing the GW Parkway to get to the bike trail is difficult espe-
cially during rush hours. Transportation Committee members  
mentioned that it is difficult to turn left onto the GW Parkway with a 
car due to the increase in southbound traffic in the morning and 
northbound traffic in the evening as a result of BRAC. 
 
Question:  Are residential roads okay for bicyclists? 
Yes, but experienced road bicyclists like to go many miles on each 
trip (over 50 miles per trip) and the GW Parkway is good because it 
does not have stop lights. 
 
Cyclists would like to be able to bike on the about 10-mile GW 
Parkway section in non-rush hour times, between the City of Alex-
andria and the Mt. Vernon Circle as it would enable them to get in 
their exercise. 
Problem: Cars would have to change lanes to avoid bikes, if  
allowed on the GW Parkway.  There are two travel lanes in each 
direction of the GW Parkway and bikes are allowed on Fairfax 
County Parkway. 
 
There is no minimum speed on streets or highways; only on Inter-
states. 
 
While the transportation committee needs more information, such 
as traffic counts, the sense of the committee: would support use of 
bikes on the GW Parkway between the City of Alexandria and the 
Mt. Vernon Circle on weekends, e.g., Sunday mornings or alterna-
tive Sunday/Saturday mornings. 
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New Business 
What are our 5 top priorities from the Visioning Task Force list of 
Transportation projects?  Supervisor Hyland has asked the  
Visioning Task Force to review their top priorities so that they can 
be addressed at Supervisor Hyland‘s Town Meeting on February 4, 
2012 from 7:45am-1:00pm in the Mt. Vernon High School Little 
Theatre. 
 
1.  Mass Transit - Expansion of Rail Transit along US Route 1; 2. 
Transportation Construction Funding to improve US Route 1 infra-
structure; 3 Transportation Maintenance Funding; 4. Mass Transit - 
Transit Centers; 5. Vehicle Capacity in Neighborhoods. 
 
The Transportation Committee heard from Laura Miller the Fairfax 
County Department of Transportation BRAC Coordinator in  
November 2011 and learned that Fort Belvoir Main Post (between 
the Potomac River and US Route 1) has more employees (26,400) 
than the number of employees at the Pentagon (23,000) and the 
Pentagon has both transit centers and rail.  There are families  
living at Fort Belvoir, but over 90% of the officers at Fort Belvoir 
work in the Pentagon or away from Fort Belvoir.  Plus, there are 
15,000 more employees at the Fort Belvoir area that is to the west 
of US Route 1 due to BRAC. 
 
2. The Southwood Transportation Committee member cited history 
of GW Parkway when original lanes were too narrow. All sorts of 
gyrations were done on site to avoid going thru the formal change 
process. 
Moral: it is very difficult to get changes implemented to the GW 
Parkway 
Discussion: GW Parkway rush hour goes both N and S, in AM and 
PM and the REX bus is the only public transportation to/from the 
new hospital (and the REX bus from Fort Belvoir is being used). 
 
3. Joint meeting on Jan 14, 2012 with Delegate Surovell and Sena-
tors Puller and Ebbin, 10 am in Government Center  - Chair‘s note:  
the Joint meeting was informative and transportation is an issue 
but money is the biggest obstacle.  The widening of US Route 1 is 
on track with its Environmental Assessment and the construction of 
Mulligan Road is back on track.  Senator Puller indicated that US 
Route 1 will eventually become 6 travel lanes in each direction from 
the Beltway to the Occoquan, but she is not so sure of the timing of 
these improvements. 
 
According to Delegate Surovell, transit will be coming to US Route 
1 in the form of Bus-Rapid Transit as an interim measure.  Fairfax 
County is working on an alternative study that will look at all forms 
of transit including rail so that US Route 1 will eventually get some 
form of permanent transit.   
 
The Transportation Committee asked that we invite these elected 
officials to our meetings one at a time (where we can be more  
focused on our issues).  
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ADJOURN 
 
The next Transportation Committee will be held on Monday, Febru-
ary 6, 2012 at 7:30am in the library of the Walt Whitman Middle 
School. 
 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR AFFORDABLE 
AND WORKFORCE HOUSING  

 
Meeting minutes not available. 
 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON  
LONG RANGE STRATEGIC PLANNING  

 
Meeting minutes not available. 
 
 

SOUTHEAST FAIRFAX 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  
 
The Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC) presents 
―Staying Power: The Future of Lodging and Hospitality on the  
Richmond Highway Corridor.‖ This event will highlight why  
Richmond Highway has emerged as an attractive destination of the 
lodging and hospitality industry and why opportunities for future 
growth are abundant.  
 
The event will be held on Wednesday, February 15 from 8:00 to 
10:30 AM, at the SpringHill Suites located at 6065 Richmond  
Highway in Alexandria. Advance registration is required.  
Continental breakfast will be provided. Please contact SFDC at  
703-360-5008 or visit the SFDC website at www.sfdc.org for more 
information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.sfdc.org


 

EDUCATION  
 
EDUC-2012-01:  MEANINGFUL CITIZEN INPUT TO FAIRFAX 
COUNTY’S FY2013 BUDGET PROCESS 
 
(1) WHEREAS Fairfax County‘s Fiscal Year 2013 Advertised 
Budget Plan (―FY2013 Advertised Budget‖) will be released on or 
about February 28, 2012; and  
 
(2) WHEREAS the FY2013 Advertised Budget will include a variety 
of expectations, presumptions and recommendations with respect 
to revenue sources including but not limited to residential and 
commercial real property taxes (―Revenue‖), funding levels for 
County services (―Funding Levels‖), and the proposed amount of 
support to be provided to Fairfax County Public Schools (―School 
Transfer‖); and 
 
(3) WHEREAS, contrary to prior practice, the Board of Supervisors 
(―BOS‖) will also on February 28, 2012,  advertise the maximum 
residential and commercial real property tax rate (―Maximum Rate‖) 
which the BOS may legally and actually adopt in May 2012 for 
application in FY2013 (―Actual Rate‖); and  
 
(4) WHEREAS Fairfax County relies heavily on real property tax 
revenue to support its budget so that the Maximum Rate and the 
Actual Rate are integral to evaluating and determining final 
Funding Levels and the School Transfer; and 
 
(5) WHEREAS The County Executive, in his presentation to the 
BOS on November 29, 2011, preliminarily suggested that (1) small 
employee compensation increases, other expenses, replenishment 
of reserve funds and a School Transfer increase of about 
$80Million would (at revenue projected on the FY2012 tax rate) 
result in a FY2013 shortfall of about $115Million (―County General 
Fund Shortfall‖), and (2) that each penny of residential real property 
tax rate will generate about $19Million in revenue in FY2013; and 
 
(6) WHEREAS on January 12, 2012, the Superintendent of  Fairfax 
County Public Schools released a proposed budget (― FY2013 
Proposed School Budget‖) which, if adopted by the School Board, 
would require for full funding an increase in School Transfer of 
$135.8Million, or $55.8Million more than the $80Million suggested 
by the County Executive in November 2011 (―School Shortfall‖); 
and   
 
(7) WHEREAS the County General Fund Shortfall as projected by 
the County Executive could be addressed by an residential 
property tax rate increase of approximately 6 pennies to an Actual 
Rate of $1.13 per $100, avoiding further reductions and preserving 
a small increase in School Transfer after several years of flat 
budgets and funding reductions; and 
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Committee Resolutions 
 
(8) WHEREAS the School Shortfall could be addressed by a 
further residential real property tax increase of 3 pennies to  $1.16 
per $100 avoiding further reductions in school services and 
addressing significant enrollment increases experienced during 
several years of flat transfers; 
 
(9) WHEREAS the Actual Rate, Funding Levels, School Transfer 
and related matters will be the subject of citizen comment and 
testimony at April hearings on the FY2013 County Budget (―Public 
Hearings‖); and  
 
(10) WHEREAS meaningful citizen comment and testimony at the 
Public Hearings may be unnecessarily chilled and circumscribed by 
the arbitrary ceiling of the Maximum Rate, set without public 
hearing and prior to any citizen review of the FY2013 Advertised 
Budget; and  
 
(11) WHEREAS meaningful citizen input on addressing the County 
General Fund Shortfall, on the proper balance between services 
and the Actual Rate, as well as on appropriate Funding Levels and 
School Transfer, requires that the Maximum Rate be advertised at 
a level which allows positive discussion and meaningful public 
participation; and  
 
(A) NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mount Vernon 
Council of Citizens‘ Associations, in order to permit meaningful 
citizen input to the FY2013 County Budget, improve and enhance 
public discourse on budgetary priorities and the appropriate 
balance between County services and tax burden, respectfully 
requests the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to advertise a 
maximum residential real property tax rate applicable to FY2013 of 
no less than $1.16; and 
 
(B) BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mount Vernon Council 
of Citizens‘ Associations expresses no opinion at this time as to 
final tax rates, service funding levels or School Transfer appropri-
ate for adoption for FY2013.  
 
END: MVCCA RESOLUTION EDUC-2012-01 
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COMMITTEE CALENDAR 
 
MVCCA Board—Feb 9, 7:30 pm, MVGC Supvrs Conf Rm  
 

Comm Date Time Place Chair 

AWH  TBD    TBD 

*BUDG  2/8 7:30  WWMS D. Voorhees 

COAF  2/7 7:30 Teleconference Cox 

*EDUC  2/8 7:30  WWMS Harbeck 

E&R  2/1 7:00 MVGC/Rm. 3 Martin 

H/HS 2/7 7:30  IMVH/Rm. Engh Cleveland 

PL/Z  2/6  7:30  WWMS-LH  TBD 

PSAF 2/2 7:30 MVGC/Rm. 3 Shawkey 

LRSP 2/13 7:30 MVGC/Rm. 1 Dhillon  

TRAN  2/6 7:30  WWMS/Library C. Voorhees 

 

* Joint Budget & Finance and Education Committees meeting. 

 

 

 

 

The Record (USPS 702-510, ISSN 1055-5986) is published 
monthly except August by the  

Mount Vernon Council of Citizensô Associations, P.O. Box 203,  
Mount Vernon, VA 22121-0203.  

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, January 25, 8:00 p.m. 
Walt Whitman Middle School 
Jack Knowles Lecture Hall 
 

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
Approval of Secretary‘s Minutes 
Approval of Treasurer‘s Report 
Committee Reports 
Co-Chair‘s Report on Board Actions 
 

Published Items and Resolutions 
 
New Business 

Member Association Representatives‘ Time 
MV Supervisor‘s Time 
Other Elected Representatives and Public Time 
 

Adjournment 


