The Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Associations, Inc.

P.O. Box 203, Mount Vernon, VA 22121-9998 http://www.mvcca.org

Supervisor Dan Storck
2511 Parkers Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306

Dear Supervisor Storck February 11, 2017

Ref: Opposing Fairfax County Pest Management Cankerworm Spraying Program-2017

On behalf of the MVVCCA the attached resolution and previous letters regarding the MVCCA
oppositioOn to the Fall Cankerworm Spraying Program is being re-transmitted for your
consideration and action.

The concerns expressed in this 2014 resolution have been reaffirmed by the MVCCA E&R
committee and the MVVCCA Board as still being valid. We believe that other more pressing
matters such as removal of invasive vines need attention and that the funds programed for the
cankerworm program should be diverted to those programs.

We ask for your assistance with this matter.
Sincerely,

RATHERTIE

Katherine Ward

Co-Chair

MVCCA

Enclosed: MVCCA Resolution MVCCA Resolution E and R 2014-13- Opposing the Canker Worm
Spraying Program
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The Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Associations, Inc.
P.O. Box 203, Mount Vernon, VA 22121-9998 http://www.mvcca.org

Supervisor Dan Storck
2511 Parkers Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306 January 27, 2016

Dear Supervisor Storck

Ref: Opposition to Fall Cankerworm Spraying and Redirecting the Funding

On behalf of the MVCCA | am transmitting the attached letter and resolution to you for your
consideration and action. The MVCCA continues to support this 2014 resolution.

The purpose of this resubmission is ensure you are aware of our position before the upcoming

Board of Supervisors consideration of the staff proposal regarding “pest management” which
will take place March 1, 2016.

The Resolution recommends that The County immediately discontinue the Fall Cankerworm
insecticide spraying program. The MVCCA as well as other nationally recognized groups
oppose this spraying of the Cankerworm AKA “Inchworm” for the reasons mentioned in the
resolution. Our knowledgeable experts would be very happy to come and discuss the matter in
more detail with you.

Sincerely,
RATHERINE
Katherine Ward
Co-Chair
MVCCA

Enclosed: MVCCA Resolution E and R 2014-13 Dec 17, 2014 & Transmittal letter to Supervisor Hyland
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January 11, 2015

Supervisor Gerald W. Hyland
2511 Parkers Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306

Dear Supervisor Hyland,

Enclosed please find Resolution # E&R 2014-03, adopted by the MVCCA on December
17, 2014, and titled “Opposing Fall Cankerworm Spraying”. This Resolution was
prepared by the MVCCA Environment and Recreation Committee after research and
presentations on this topic beginning in July 2014 and concluding in December 2014.

The Resolution recommends that The County immediately discontinue the Fall
Cankerworm insecticide spraying program for the reasons described therein. Additional
recommendations are listed in the resolution.

By way of this communication we include copies to Keith Kline, Director Fairfax County’s
Urban Forestry Division and staff liaison to the Fairfax County Tree Commission, and
Fairfax County Environment Quality Advisory Committee.

Please keep the MVCCA advised of any further developments related to these
recommendations.

Sincerely,
Signed

Judith F. Harbeck, Co-chair MVCCA
David D. Dale, Co-chair MVCCA
Pat Rea, Co-chair MVCCA

Resolution attached.



Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations

Environment and Recreation Committee
Resolution E&R-2014-03: Opposing Fall Cankerworm Spraying

1. WHEREAS, Fairfax County maintains an insecticide spraying program to reduce populations of a native insect,
the Fall Cankerworm Alsophila pometaria (commonly referred to as “inchworm”);

2. WHEREAS, in 2014 and 2013, Fairfax County sprayed approximately 2,200 acres and 1,965 acres,
respectively, in the County with a commercial application of the bacterial insecticide Bacillus thuringiensis var.
kurstaki (Btk);

3. WHEREAS, more than 70% of the 2014 insecticide treatment areas are located in the Mount Vernon District of
Fairfax County;

4. WHEREAS, the stated purpose of the cankerworm suppression program is “to minimize tree mortality”, but the
County does not monitor tree mortality, and so has no direct measure of either the need for or the effectiveness of
its spraying program, and no evidence of tree mortality specifically caused by Fall Cankerworm;

5. WHEREAS, the Fall Cankerworm (inchworm) is a native moth caterpillar that has irruptions (population
increases) every few years as part of its natural population dynamics; there are natural forces that keep these
irruptions in check, including predatory insects and birds;

6. WHEREAS, Fairfax County’s trees face multiple threats, including clearing for development and expansion of
roads, non-native forest pests, invasive plant species, unmanaged deer populations, air and water pollution, and
the warming and extreme weather of changing climate patterns;

7. WHEREAS, the native Fall Cankerworm is part of the larger local web of life and has co-evolved and is
mutually dependent with the trees and plants, birds, insects, and other organisms native to the eastern deciduous
forest ecosystem;

8. WHEREAS, the Fall Cankerworm (inchworm) is an important food source for wildlife including migrating and
breeding birds in Fairfax County; spraying occurs in spring, an especially critical period when many birds are
migrating through Fairfax County or raising their young;

9. WHEREAS, this spraying program is lethal to all species of butterflies and moths present in their caterpillar
stage in the sprayed areas (not just the Fall Cankerworm) and thus could be an important contributing factor to the
declines in local butterfly and moth populations, along with the songbirds and other wildlife that depend on this
caterpillar as an important food source;

10. WHEREAS, according to the American Bird Conservancy, National Audubon Society, North American
Butterfly Association, and conservationists nationwide it is widely published that many migrating and resident
native birds, and many butterfly and moth species along the Eastern Seaboard are declining;

11. WHEREAS, the County does not monitor impacts of the spraying on native butterfly and moth species or on
birds, and so cannot say whether spraying contributes to declines in beneficial butterfly species and to observed
steep declines in migratory and resident native birds in our area;

12. WHEREAS, other wildlife that rely on caterpillars as a food source (such as bats, beetles, and frogs) are also
in trouble, and some, such as the Eastern Red Bat, are moth specialists;



13. WHEREAS, Ashley Kennedy, a trained entomologist, testified at the May 22, 2014 Board of Supervisors
budget hearing against the continuation of this program, having consulted with more than one dozen similarly
trained entomologists from institutions around the country, all of whom agree that the significantly negative
impact of this program on native birds, butterflies (including our state butterfly, the Eastern Tiger Swallowtail),
and moths does not justify the focus of this program on the killing of one native species of caterpillar, just because
the inchworms may be “bothersome” to a relatively few County residents;

14. WHEREAS, continuous and repeated spraying typically results in an unnatural pesticide dependence (known
as the “pesticide treadmill”) and negatively impacts the overall biodiversity needed to support tree health;

15. WHEREAS, the Fall Cankerworm does not bite or sting, and poses no threat to human health or safety;

16. WHEREAS, any “nuisance” caused by the appearance of the Fall Cankerworm does not justify the costs,
damage to wildlife and risks of insecticide spraying program;

17. WHEREAS, alternative, less destructive approaches are available to manage nuisance-related concerns,
including education and community outreach on the importance of the Fall Cankerworm to our urban ecosystem
and the value of a diverse mix of native tree species in resisting damage from Fall Cankerworm outbreaks, along
with increased promotion of tree banding as an option for citizens who wish to control the Fall Cankerworm; only
a fraction of the annual spraying cost would be needed to develop and distribute these materials to County
residents;

18. WHEREAS, concerns about its impacts on wildlife have led the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia,
Friends of Dyke Marsh, Friends of Huntley Meadows Park, Friends of Mason Neck State Park, Friends of Little
Hunting Creek, Friends of Meadowood, Center for Biological Diversity, North American Butterfly Association,
and Northern Virginia Bird Club to oppose the spraying program and to offer to assist Fairfax County in
developing more balanced communications materials, including alternatives to insecticide spraying.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations (MVCCA) recommends that:

(a) The Fairfax County immediately discontinue the Fall Cankerworm insecticide spraying program;

(b) The County should undertake a program to monitor tree mortality, to better understand sources and
magnitudes of threats to urban trees;

(c ) The County should convene a group of experts including foresters, ornithologists, and entomologists to
assess and prioritize the major threats to the forests of Fairfax County, and to devise comprehensive
approaches to address them and to protect and restore biodiversity;

(d) The County should acknowledge that forests and woodlands are more than trees, and should
redefine and broaden the mission of the Forest Pest Branch to cover forest health, focused on the health
of the forest ecosystem, not just the trees, and should direct the agency to address the full range of
threats to the forests and woodlands of Fairfax County, including non-native invasive plants;

(e) The County should promote more benign methods for residents to control Fall Cankerworms that do not
require insecticide spraying;

(f) The County should use the direct budgetary savings from ending the Fall Cankerworm spraying
program for the control of non native, invasive forest pests and plants.

THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED AT THE MEETING OF THE MVCCA GENERAL COUNCIL ON DEC. 17,2014



